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Perfection In Clermont County 

by Ben Pedigo 

While traveling on Route 52 next to the Ohio 
River I'm always intrigued with the river towns. Utopia 
stands out simply because of the name -- it was coined 
in Sir Thomas More's book, Utopia (1516) as an 
imaginary island enjoying perfection in law, politics 
and community life in general. 

What happened in this Clermont County river 
town to have the founding fathers pick Utopia as the 
town's name? It's a big order to fill -- I mean the 
Village Market in Utopia has a good deli and all that, 
but isn't that stretching things a bit? 

Actually, the origins of the establishment of a 
"perfect social community" in this area predate the 
founding of Utopia. Utopia, in fact, was the third and 
last try (up to this point) of an attempt to start a 
community based on socialist ideals. 

Possibly encouraged by the string of revivals in 
the early 1800's and the new revolutionary 
government, there was an interest in community 
associations in America at this time in history. You are 
probably familiar with the oldest religious communal 
organization in the U.S. - the Shakers. Started by Ann 
Lee, there was a total of 18 Shaker communities; 
Pleasant Hill, Kentucky being a larger Shaker 
community located near southwestern Ohio. 

The beginnings of the experimental community 
in Clermont County did not come from the teachings 

of Mother Ann but came from the writings of French 
economist and writer, Charles Fourier (1772-1837). 
Fourier's writing on social order received interest in 
France and also in the United States in the early 
1830s. Albert Brisbane, Editor of the New York 
Tribune, was a major proponent of Fourier's ideas 
and it is through Brisbane that Clermont County 
leaders learned of these socialist ideas. 

Jonathan Beecher in his biography of Fourier, 
pointed out that in the 1840s "Fourierism" emerged 
as one of the most significant early socialist sects in 
France. In North America, some two dozen Fourierist 
experimental communities were in existence by 1846. 

The Clermont County experiment was started in 
1844 when Judge Wade Loofborough purchased for 
the sum of $20,000, 1140 acres of land between what 
is now Utopia and Rural (located at the mouth of 
Bullskin Creek). The land which the association had 
purchased consisted of three tracts fronting the Ohio 
River. Bullskin Creek was the site of the first settlement 
in Franklin Township. According to the History of 
Clermont County, 1880, more than a dozen families 
agreed to form the Fourierite association and "sink 
their personal identity and individual interests for the 
general good of the community." 

The Fourierist societies were established on 
shares. Frank Manuel states in his book. Design for 
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Utopia: Selected Writings of Charles Fourier, that 
members would receive in shares the exact amount of 
capital they were able to put into the association. 
Composing the Clermont association in 1844 were 
Wade Loofborough, president; George Sampson, 
secretary; Joseph Kirkup, treasurer; and nine 
councilmen - Henry Jernegan, Uriah Hemphill, Daniel 
Prescott, E. G. Cubberly, George Rogers, John 
Patton, John Holbrook, Martin Poor and Samuel 
Shuard. Each owned shares in the association paying 
$25.00 per share in yearly installments. 

this system, the more shares owned by a member, the 
less they would get back on the distribution of profit, 
making it "easier for the poor to start a fortune than 
for the rich to augment theirs." In the Fourierist 
system, it was hoped that the rich and the poor could 
come together and live in harmony. 

The Clermont association erected a large story 
and a half frame house, containing a room for each 
family and a common dining table. Unlike the 
Shakers, the Fourierist group did not separate the 
sexes and families were encouraged to buy shares in 

-^msmm 
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"Sketch of the Edifice of a Phalanx" as taken from Social Destinyof Man or. Association and Reorganization of 
Industry, 1840. Looking more like a penal institution, it is wondered if the Fourierist society in Clermont county 
ever considered building such a structure in their community. 

Fourier's view of a model society centered in 
some general to eccentric direction. The first was a 
reevaluation of labor. He concluded that man was 
not natural ly drawn to labor, yet labor is 
indispensable to the economic life of society (it 
wouldn't take a lot of heavy thinking to come up with 
this conclusion). Fourier wanted to organize work so it 
would be attractive and as a result the Fourierist 
association concentrated on the cultivation of "fruits 
and vegetables of superior kinds and great variety" 
(Fourier enjoyed gardening). 

A l though agr icul ture was the pr inciple 
occupation in the Clermont Fourierist group, 
blacksmithing, shoemaking, carpentry, brushmaking 
and other lighter trades were encouraged. Each 
member was assigned some "congenial occupation" 
by the council and was expected to labor "cheerfully" 
to increase the common wealth of the association. 

The proceeds from the sale of agricultural 
products would be put back into the association. 
Interest or dividends would be paid back in shares. In 

the association. The Fourierist associations used the 
term "phalanx" to describe their living quarters and 
common held property. During the first year of 
existence, this group flourished in Clermont County 
and had their main building on the Ohio River bank 
as a testimony to their success. 

When the membership of the "pha lanx" 
increased, a larger brick building was erected on a 
higher piece of ground to accomodate the new 
families. Apparently this new construction caused a 
large expense on the association that resulted in a 
great dissatisfaction among the membership. When 
the members decided not to pay their yearly share 
installments, the council decided to sell the property 
and the phalanx was dissolved in 1846. 

In the sale of the association's holdings, the 
buildings became property of a "spiritualistic 
community" whose head was John O. Wattles. His 
group, numbering approximately 100 people, 
engaged in light manufacturing according to the 
History of Clermont County. This group shared the 
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costs of housing a n d shared prof i ts similar to a system 
of communism. 

For some reason, the spiritualists dec ided to take 
d o w n the brick bu i ld ing tha t was erected by the 
Fourierists a n d rebui ld it on the site of the or ig ina l 
f r ame bu i ld ing on the Ohio River bank (possibly to 
show passengers on the steamboats wha t was go ing 
on in this community) . The new structure, three stories 
h igh wi th a basement , was poor ly constructed - the 
wal ls were thin a n d had many windows. The 
spiritualists were also in a hurry to bui ld the structure 
because many fami l ies were in tempora ry housing 
wa i t i ng for the bu i ld ing to be comple ted . By 
December, 1847, famil ies who had been l iv ing in 
t e m p o r a r y quar ters dec ided to move into the 
insecure structure tha t was still not comple ted. The 
fo l low ing is an account of these events f rom the 
History of Clermont County, 1880: 

...At the same time the families were moving into the 
building, the disastrous flood of 1847 occurred. The 
rain and snow had been falling for several days and 
on the 12th of December the banks of the river were 
full to overflowing, while the area of the building was 
steadily filling up with water. Not-withstanding the 
dangerous appearances the moving continued (as 
the temporary buildings were uncomfortable), even 
after boats were necessary to reach the new house; 
but late in the afternoon of December 13th 34 
persons were at that hme sheltered under the roof 
of the new building. Among these were a number of 
young people, not members of the community, who 
had been attracted by the moving, and it was 
proposed to while away the evening with a dance. 
While this was in progress, about eight o'clock, the 
walls of the building fell, crushing many to death, 
and others in the confusion were drowned. 
Seventeen lives were lost, many being strangers in 
the neighborhood, having but recently joined the 
community... This disaster, occurring at night in a 
terrible storm, struck terror to the hearts of the 
people; and the history of the community from its 
inception to its calamitous close is the most tragic 
event that has ever occurred in the county. The blow 
was fatal to the community... The enterprise was 
allowed to decline, the members were scattered to 
various points, and now, after the lapse of these 
many years, but few remain to tell the sad story of 
crushed hopes and untimely death... 

As if this t r a g e d y was not enough to stop the 
interest in deve lop ing a Utopian society in the a rea , 
another a t tempt was made to establish a socialist 
community at abou t the same time the spiritualists 
were rebu i ld ing their community structure. When the 

Four ie r i s ts d i s b a n d e d , o n e m e m b e r , Henry 
Je rnegan , received several hundred acres a long the 
Clermont-Brown County l ine. Je rnegan be l ieved that 
this area's proximity to Cincinnati (about 35 river 
miles) wou ld support a manu fac tu r ing v i l lage. He 
la id out on August 3, 1 847, 84 quar ter -acre lots which 
were sold for $15.00 each. 

Many peop le involved in the Fourier exper iment 
came back to the a rea which was now named 
" U t o p i a " , a model v i l lage. In U top ia , there was an 
impl ied ag reemen t among proper ty holders that 
goods wou ld be exchanged for services in the vi l iage-
-a bar te r system. Vi l lage leaders be l ieved that this 
a r rangemen t wou ld create a " b o n d " among the 
citizens thus mak ing it a bet ter system than the 
Fourier association. Property wou ld not be shared 
a n d citizens wou ld not pool earnings as was the case 
with the other socialist communit ies. 

It appea rs tha t this system worked for a couple 
of years but eventual ly the citizens outgrew the 
in te rdependence tha t was set up in the v i l lage and 
many left Utop ia . The new people that moved into 
the v i l lage d id not share the ideal ism that Utopia was 
f o u n d e d on a n d the p ro jec t was eventua l ly 
a b a n d o n e d . Thus fa i lure had a permanent effect on 
the v i l l age - i t has never been distinguished as a 
business point a n d has never g rown beyond a small 
town. 

It is interest ing to see how these occurrences in 
the ear ly 1800s have a f f ec ted Utop ia today. It's a 
convenience stop on Rt. 52 , a few homes, summer 
camping facil i t ies and the Vi l lage Marke t Gas Station 
a n d Deli. Only the name gives us insight to the 
idealist ic, if unsuccessful, rad ica l peop le in this area 
who a t tempted to create a Utopian society in Ohio 
South land. 

• V » V V ' 

For fur ther r e a d i n g — 

Charles Fourier, The Visionary and His World, 1986, 
Jonathan Beecher, University of Cal i forn ia Press, 

Berkley. 

Social Destiny of Man or, Association and 
Reorganization of Industry, 1840, Albert Brisbane, 
C.F. Stol lmeyer, Ph i lade lph ia . 

History of Clermont County, 1880, Louis H. Everts, 

Phi ladelphia. 

Design for Utopia; Selected Writings of Charles 

Fourier, 1971 , Frank M a n u e l , Schocken Books, 
New York. 
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Ben Pedigo and his wife, Kim, live in Ripley, Ohio and 
are restoring an 1860 rowhouse on the Ohio River.^ 
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A Greene Countrie Towne 

by Jean Wallis 

The "Greene Countr ie Towne" is located high 
above the meander ing stream which the Indians 
cal led "O lomon Sepung. " This Highland County city is 
si tuated on the west bank of Paint Creek where the 
land rises on a gent le slope to o level p la in. Trees line 
its streets whi le beaut i fu l old homes, set back in well 
manicured lawns, stand like sentinels as they have 
witnessed the happenings in this quiet Ohio town for 
more than a century. 

The beginnings of Greenf ie ld go back to the 
year 1796 when Duncan McArthur and his par ty of 
surveyors, while explor ing this a rea , camped on the 
site of the present-day city. McArthur 's par ty 
consisted of Joseph Clark, James Manary , Thomas 
McDonald (McArthur's brother- in- law and brother to 
Colonel John McDonald who authored Western 
Sketches ), Wi l l iam Rogers (whose descendants still 
reside in the county), and Michael Thomas. 

Duncan McArthur was born in 1772 in Duchess 
Coun ty , New York. He became an i n t r e p i d 
f ront iersman, serving as a member of the Mason 
County (Kentucky) spy r ing, was a chain carrier with 
Nathan ie l Massie's pioneer surveying crew and rose 
to the rank of genera l in the War of 1812. He 
eventual ly located in Chil l icothe where his home. 

Fruit Hill, was built on an elevat ion over looking the 
b road Scioto Valley. He proved to be popu lar among 
the electorate and was elected as Ohio's eleventh 
governor. He was marr ied to Nancy McDonald . 

McArthur found the rol l ing uplands much to his 
l ik ing. He saw the beauty of the area - the distant 
hills, the unbroken forests and the fert i l i ty of the 
bot tom lands a long Paint Creek. He was much 
inf luenced by his f r iend Nathanie l Massie who, in 
1796, founded Chill icothe in the rich bot tomlands 
beside the Scioto River. Thus ent iced, McArthur took 
steps to acquire t i t le to the lands where he would one 
day plat the town of Greenf ie ld . 

The Greene Countr ie Town was la id out on a 
section of John Watt 's survey number 647 which 
consisted of a 1,000 acre tract of land received by 
Wat t for services rendered while a member in the 
Virginia Line on Cont inental Establishment dur ing the 
Revolutionary War . Wat t had sold his ent ire survey to 
Thomas Hott who, in tu rn , conveyed the land to 
Duncan and Nancy McArthur. 

In 1799, the commissioners of Ross County 

employed Duncan McAr thu r to survey a rood lead ing 

f rom Chil l icothe to the western border of the county. 

The road became known as the old Col lege Township 
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Rood a n d ran direct ly th rough the site chosen by 

McArthur for his proposed town of Greenf ie ld . 

in the Fall of 1799, Duncan McArthur p la t ted the 
Greene Countr ie Towne. The survey conta ined one-
hundred ninety inlots and ninety-two outlets. There 
were e ight streets: Nor th , South, Front, Wash ing ton , 
Jef ferson, Second, Fourth and Fifth. A corner on 
Jefferson and Washington Streets was in tended for a 
courthouse, ja i l , etc. Another lot, bounded by 
Jef ferson, Front and South Streets and Paint Creek 
conta ined six acres reserved for a schoolhouse, 
meet ing house and bury ing g round . Al though the 
new town was surveyed in the Fall of 1799, the p lat 
was not off ic ial ly recorded until Apr i l 28, 1802. 

General Duncan McArthur - soldier, statesman, 
governor - founded Greenfield in 1799. 

The account of how the Greene Countrie Towne 
received its name, which has been accepted by 
historians a n d residents a l ike, is found in the Early 
Settlement of Highland County by Daniel Scott. It 
reads: 

The story goes back to 1796 when McArthur and his 
men camped for the night at a point above present-
day Washington Street, in the morning, McArthur, 
who was habitually an early riser, wandered from 
the camp in a southeasterly direction and met an 
Indian woman who was, with considerable difficulty, 
carrying a fawn which had not long been killed. He 
endeavored to secure by barter a sufficient quantity 

of the venison to afford his men a breakfast, and the 
squaw told him by signs that if he would assist her in 
carrying it to the hut where she lived, he might have a 
liberal portion of the flesh. He threw the fawn across 
his shoulders and, the woman leading the way, they 
proceeded a very short distance through the forest to 
an Indian wigwam, which stood at a point which can 
now be designated as the foot of South Street, near 
the wigwam, in a little natural meadow or green 
field. This circumstance combined with the natural 
advantages of the site and the beauty of the scene, 
led McArthur to choose this spot for the location of his 
town. 

The first resident of the Greene Countr ie Towne 
was an eccentric ind iv idua l by the name of Job 
Wr igh t , a nat ive of North Caro l ina. He, a long with his 
fami ly , had emig ra ted first to Ross County settling at 
the High Bank, south of Chi l l icothe. Not l iking the 
local i ty or perhaps the th rea t of the fever and ague 
tha t p l agued the ear ly pioneers who settled along 
the Scioto, Wr igh t removed to Greenf ie ld . He 
erected his log cabin on lot 93 where the Harper 
House Hotel wou ld later s tand. 

Job Wr igh t was a hair-sieve maker, as wire-
sieves were then unknown. Sieves were at that time in 
g rea t d e m a n d as the coarse cornmeal , a main staple 
of the p ioneer diet , was not very pa la tab le unless 
separa ted f rom the chaf f a n d f ragments of hull. He 
der ived his income f rom this un ique t r a d e , sufficient 
at least to prov ide his w i fe a n d chi ldren with the 
necessities of l i fe. His pr inc ipal occupat ion, however, 
was f ishing, and he fo l lowed it with a perseverance 
and pat ience worthy of his Biblical namesake. 

Travellers Rest Inn, reconstructed in 1970, sits on east 
Jefferson Street (Ohio 28) and is home to the 
Greenfield Historical Society. 
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The 1821 House is among the 
oldest extant structures in 
Greenfield. This stone residence 
was built for the town's first 
tanner, Samuel Smith, h is quite 
unusual in that Smith had a 
tanning vat excavated in the 
basement. Most tanneries were 
separated from dwellings due to 
the odor produced during the 
tanning process. Smith's 
subterranean vat is still intact and 
is believed to be the only original 
tanning pit remaining in Ohio. 

The present owners, Jim and 
Norene Ganger, make this their 
home and operate The Century 
House antique shop here. 

M 

P ^ 

As more families moved into Greenfield, 
Wright's cabin became too public to suit his fancy so 
he erected another residence in an isolated point 
along the banks of Paint Creek. This spot was just 
above his favorite fishing place which was later 
known as "Job's Hole." Wright's ungainly figure, as 
he sat with rod in hand on the bank overlooking the 
creek, was a familiar sight to the early settlers. 

Another of Greenfield's early residents was 
James Curry. His son, Otway, was born in Greenfield 
and would go on to become a noted poet and writer. 

John Coffey opened the first tavern in 
Greenfield in 1801 whereas Francis Knott was 
granted the first license to operate a public house in 
the village. In 1812 Noble Crawford erected the first 
stone structure in Greenfield. Dubbed, "Traveler's 
Rest," it became one of Ohio's early inns. It was saved 

from destruction several years ago through the 
generosity of educator, author and Greenfield 
historian, Frank Raymond Harris. Dismantled and 
carefully moved from its original location, it now sits 
beside the old village cemetery and houses the 
Greenfield Historical Society. 

Although Greenfield did not become a county 
seat as its founder had hoped, it was the second 
permanent settlement in the present limits of 
Highland County. The succeeding generations have 
continued its growth and prosperity. 

Jean Wallis is a noted historian of Highland County. 
Her weekly newspaper column, ""Highland 
Guideposts", appears in the Press-Gazette and The 
Greenfield Times. 
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^ Cedar Falls: 
^Site of Ohio's Oldest Arbor Vitae Woods 

by Jeffrey D. Knoop 

As the last ice a g e came to an end and the 
cl imate w a r m e d , the needle- leaved evergreen forest 
migra ted nor thward out of Ohio leaving only a few 
relict outliers of this once vast forest. Now restricted to 
habi tats like gorges and bogs that mimic a more 
norther ly c l imate. Cedar Falls in Adams County is a 
classic example of this phenomenon. 

Since g lac ia t ion . Cedar Run, a small t r ibutary of 
the Ohio Brush Creek, has cut a deep gorge through 

the thick layers of dolomit ic l imestone. At the bot tom 
of the massive go rge a series of cascading water fa l ls 
give the picturesque gorge its name. The cool micro
cl imate created within the gorge provides hab i ta t for 
Ohio's best example of a Nor thern whi te cedar 
(arbor vitae) forest. 

During the 1920's the eminent ecologist. Dr. E. 
Lucy Braun, carr ied out numerous ecological studies 

6e/ow; A wintertime view of Cedar Falls. 
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in Adams County. At that time, the cedar forest had 
received minimal disturbance. In her work, The 
Vegetation of Mineral Springs Region (1928), she 
describes two cedars: "the estimated age is 260 years 
for one tree 5y2 feet in circumference and 340 years 
for the other, 5 feet, 8 inches in circumference." 
Unfortunately, many of these giants were lumbered 
out during the 1930's. Yet some large cedars escaped 
cutting and remain (including a state record 
specimen, 3.5 feet in diameter) in isolated areas and 
deep ravines and on cliffs. 

White oak, red oak and tulip, the broadleaved 
associates of the white cedar, shade a luxuriant 
understory of wildflowers. Sloping rock faces, 
crevices and the talus rocks below support deep moss 
mats overrun by tangled mats of walking fern. 
Clinging to the damp, 70 foot high cliffs ore rarities 
that include the endangered resurrection fern and 
threatened limestone honeysuckle. At least 10 other 
rare plants are protected on the preserve. 

Cultural History 
In 1811 the first iron ore furnace in Adams 

County was built on Cedar Run, iron manufacture 
stimulated by impending war with England. The raw 

r 

An 1880 map of Cedor Mills showing the locofion of 
the old iron furnace and grisf mill. 
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materials needed for operations -- building stone for 
the furnace stock, deposits of iron ore and thousands 
of acres of timber - were available and abundant in 
the hills of Adams County. Intermittently until about 
1840, this furnace and several others operated 
utilizing iron ore lying in basins in the cliff limestone 
capping the hills. These were charcoal fueled 
furnaces and often operated ten months/year. It is 
estimated that each charcoal furnace consumed 
about 300-350 acres of timber a year. The present 
forest, to use Lucy Braun's words, "is a splendid 
example of the degree of recovery possible..." 

Protection Status 
The Nature Conservancy owns over 400 acres at 

and surrounding Cedar Falls. Currently, there are no 
designated trails at the Cedar Falls Preserve (also 
known as the John and Marion Becker Preserve in 
honor of the donors who provided funds for the first 
acquisition), therefore access is by permit only. If 
interested in hiking on the preserve, please contact 
the Conservancy's Ohio Field Office for permission 
and a map of the area. Please respect the property 
rights of other private landowners at Cedar Falls and 
hike only in the section owned by The Nature 
Conservancy. 

About the Nature Conservancy 
The Nature Conservancy is a private, nonprofit 

membership organ izat ion committed to the 
preservation of outstanding natural lands that 
harbors rare and threatened plants and animals. 
Lands protected by The Nature Conservancy perform 
many important functions in the settled landscape in 
which we live. They are living links to the past and will 
provide important historical, cultural, educational, 
and scientific research opportunities for future 
generations. 

To dote, The Nature Conservancy and its 
members have been responsible for the protection of 
over three million acres in the United States, Canada, 
Latin America and the Caribbean. While some areas 
are t ransfer red for management to other 
conservation groups, both public and private, such as 
the Cincinnati Museum of Natural History, the 
Conservancy owns and manages some 1,000 
preserves the largest system of privately owned 
nature preserves in the world. 

Ind iv idua l membership in The Nature 
Conservancy costs $15.00. Members receive the state 
chapter newsletter and notional magazine which 
keep them informed about the Conservancy's 
preservation activities and special field trips. For 

A 1933 photograph of the old grist mill at Cedar Mills. Erected in 1844, it was first water powered. The engine 
shed and tall brick chimney were added when the mill was converted to steam power circa 1866. This old 
landmark was neglected for many years and finally collapsed in the mid 1980s. 
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An artist's rendition of 

the old Brush Creek Furnace 

built in 1811 on the she of 

present-day Cedar Mills. 

more in format ion contact: The Nature Conservancy, Jeffrey Knoop is the director of the Ohio Land 
1504 West First Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43212, Registry and Protection Program of The Nature 
(614)486-4194. Conservancy and resides in Columbus.^ 
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The 

Draft 

Horse 

Show 

by Marcia Baker Pogue 

It w a s r a i n i n g h a r d t h a t 
Saturday morning when we had 
p lanned to go to the d ra f t horse 
s h o w a t R e e d ' s P a r k n e a r 
Russellville in Brown County, Ohio. 
It was to be an open-air a f fa i r , not 
even stables for the horses. Would 
it be worth it to traipse through the 
sodden grass or mud, with cold rain 
trickling down our necks? 

Those gent le giants of the e a r t h -
t h e P e r c h e r o n s , B e l g i a n s , 
Clydesdales, Suffolks, Shires, and 
even those fami l iar ly known as "o ld 
plow horses" have always been 
fascinat ing. Their very size alone is 
awesome; their movements ore 
p o e t r y in s l o w - m o t i o n ; t h e i r 
strength in pul l ing is something to 
behold ! You guessed i t - w e went to 
the show! 

By the t ime we arr ived at the 
park , the sky was c lear ing and the 
sun was peek ing t h rough the 
clouds. The horses were tethered in 
a grove of b ig trees, beech and 
sycamore, elm, oak and maple . 
There was a hum of activity; the 
owners and handlers were busy 
grooming their horses, brushing 
a n d cu r ry ing them unt i l the i r 

a l ready glossy coots shone even 
br ighter in the l ight which f i l tered 
through the trees. 

Prize r ibbons f rom previous 
contests were proudly d isp layed. It 
was a f r iendly place and everyone 
was welcome to walk around and 
see the horses at close range. Folks 

of all ages were visiting with each 
other; chi ldren were l i f ted up to pot 
the big horses and some were 
a l lowed to feed them carrots under 
close supervision of grown-ups. 

As we wande red through the 
trees, we noted that Belgians and 
Percherons p redomina ted . There 

Reed's Park, south of Russellville on U.S. 62, plays host to the draft 

horse show each year. 
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were many color var iat ions, the 
Belg ians f r om b londe to da rk 
go lden b ro wn . Percherons were 
midn ight -b lock , dapp le -g ray , or 
whi te ; one block Percheron hod a 
si lver-gray mane and to i l . There 
were oxen and mules on display, 
a n d t h e r e w a s a p l o w i n g 
exhib i t ion. 

The show in the ring was g o o d , 
as t h e v a r i o u s classes w e r e 
demonstrated and r ibbons were 
a w a r d e d , causing joy to some and 
anguish to others. There was comic 
relief as the gent le giants were put 
th rough their paces (more or less) 

by riders on their b rood bocks. One 
of the chal lenges in the contest was 
merely to dismount and then mount 
a g a i n . That is not as easy as it 
sounds-a s tep lodder hod to be 
brought onto the f ie ld to assist one 
rather port ly equestr ienne; she was 
a good sport and laughed a long 
with the spectators. 

Tents had been set up on the 
g r o u n d s w h e r e a l l sor ts o f 
homemade articles and souvenirs 
were for sole. (What 's more novel 
than to buy a home-sewn pi l low in 
the shape of a fa t , red tomato for a 
child's Christmas gi f t as you' re 
stroll ing through the woods!) Also, 

cook tents hod been set up with 

hear ty meals ovo i lab le - jus t like 

down home! 

The most pleasant thing about 

the d ra f t horse show was the fact 

tha t those who par t ic ipated really 

enjoyed i t - t hey loved their horses, 

champions or plugs, and it was a 

f ine th ing to see. Isn't it nice to know 

tha t simple pleasures such as this, 

wholesome a n d sat isfying, are still 

go ing on in this fa i r land of ours? 

Even when it rains! 

^mmm 
Marcia Baker Pogue is a native 
Oklahoman but has lived most of 
her life in Cincinnati. Now a free 
lance writer, she at one time wrote 
book reviews for The Cincinnati 
Enquirer, a 
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strange Happenings, Methodist Circuit Riders 
& How She Came To Be Known As "The Church Bell' 
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She & Her Son, A Future Governor of Ohio, Saved From Drowning 

Si&a^j^ by Elouise E. Postle S T & d e J ^ 
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Since I, Jane Allen Trimble, come to Ohio in 1805 
OS a w idowed mother of nine chi ldren, I have been 
known as a woman of fa i th . How d id this come to be? 

Strange happenings occurred on the front ier 
that is now High land County. From the first t ime, in 
1806, when I rode th rough this sett lement to 
announce the app roach of a man of God , the circuit 
r ider, I hove been eager to pass to the next 
generat ion the fa i th that sustained me at my 
husband's dea th - t h e fa i th that saved me as I almost 
d rowned while a t tempt ing to cross the Clinch River on 
our wagon party's westward migrat ion. 

There was no church bui ld ing in this settlement 

when I ar r ived with my fatherless chi ldren and settled 
in a cabin on Clear Creek. On this edge of the 
wilderness, it was a great day - a rare occasion when 
a messenger of the Lord come our way. 

I hear that in 1801 Rev. Robert Finley preached 
the first sermon in New Marke t , just south of me. He 
stood on a stump in the woods across f rom the tavern 
and preached f rom noon to sundown. It was a mercy 
the tavern was close by, to keep the menfolk f rom 
being dr ied out, just l istening. 

However, our Methodist g lory days come here 

with the circuit riders. These t rave l ing ministers on 

horseback were appo in ted by the Bishop of the 
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Methodist Western Conference. Each circuit r ider was 
assigned a given terr i tory. 

These i t inerant men of God took their chances in 
the wilderness. Some were victims of Indian attacks. 
Rev. Seder was shot and t omahawked . Another's 
tongue was cut out, but he l ived. 

There was danger for a minister just standing 
before a Christian audience. If the Indians didn' t get 
the preacher, sometimes his audience d id . Large 
crowds, ga the red at a camp meet ing, were not 
a lways pol i te listeners. There could be a dangerous 
rowdy element in the audience. 

One t rave l ing minister — a relat ive of mine, so I 
can vouch for the truth of this statement -- kept his 
shot gun loaded and on the pulpi t in f ront of him, just 
in case. 

When Rev. Peter Cor twr ight was appo in ted in 
1806 to preach on our Scioto Circuit, I a t tended a 
la rge camp meeting he was addressing and found it 
p rudent to sit on the edge of the c rowd, should a 
speedy exit become necessary. 

For, dur ing Cartwr ight 's preach ing, he noticed 
two rowdies walk into the camp meet ing, ar rogant ly 
keeping their hats on, ta lk ing loudly and laugh ing . 
Each was a r m e d ; one with a club, the other with a 
horsewhip. As they made brutish remarks before 
ladies present, their intent became clear - to break 
up the services. 

Whereupon , the Reverend cal led on the sheriff, 
who was present, to help preserve order. The sheriff, 
on looking at the husky t roublemakers, defensively 
decl ined. 

Cor twr ight was left to take command of the 
situation himself and chal lenged the roughnecks, 
asking them to get down off the seats where they 
were s tand ing, and leave. Fights broke out. There 
was pandemon ium in the pews -- if you considered 
stumps, boxes and assorted chairs brought as pews. 

The preacher knocked one of the rowdies to the 

ground with a good pound ing of his fists and held 

him down until the t roublemakers were arrested and 

fined. 
With order of sorts restored, the minister 

o rdered the trumpets b lown for reassemblage and 

resumed his sermon, on the text: "The Gates Of Hell 

Shall Not Preva i l . " He preached with such fiery 

persuasion that , according to his autob iography, 

abou t 300 " fe l l l ike d e a d men in mighty batt le ... 

Peter Cortwright, "God 's Ploughman" 

while loud woi l ings went up to heaven f rom sinners 
crying for mercy." At the close of the camp meeting, 
almost 200 souls professed re l ig ion, most of them 
joining the church that night. 

Camp meetings were spir i tual ly important to 
isolated pioneers hungry for both social contact and 
for the W o r d of G o d . They were cal led camp 
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meetings because word would go out that a preacher 
was coming, that religious services would be held at a 
certain location in a f ie ld , a large barn , or in the 
woods. Some meetings lasted a week or so, wi th 
revival preaching around the clock. Worshipers come 
in wagons bear ing their gear , kitchen utensils and 
tents - and " camped out " on the grounds. 

In another incident, Peter Cor twr ight da red to 
enter a tavern where the owner had publicly 
proc la imed, " N o preacher gets post my door ! " 

In a menacing manner, the tavern keeper 
o rdered the Reverend Cor twr ight to l eove -o r take a 
bea t ing . Records do not state who hit whom first, but 
in the scuffle the Reverend knocked the innkeeper to 
the g round and kept pound ing on him. All the while 
Cor twr ight was swinging away , the Reverend kept 
s inging, "A l l Hail the Power of Jesus Nome. " 
Cor twr igh t claims he hod to sing all three verses of 
the hymn before the bully would promise to stop 
inter fer ing with preachers. 

That is how Peter Cor twr ight come to be known 
OS "God 's P loughman, " for he p lowed rough country 
to p lant seeds of God's love in our wilderness, f rom 
Tennessee to Illinois. He served as o circuit r ider for 53 
years. 

Another pioneer minister assigned to our Scioto 
Circuit in 1806 was James Quinn. Rev. Quinn was 
qui te o d i f fe rent fe l low, in my estimation. He was a 
gent leman of the o ld school, both in speech and 
manner. 

I heard Rev. Quinn preach for the first t ime at 
the Fitzpatrick cab in , south of our settlement. I rode 
my horse seven miles to the Fitzpatrick's. It was o long 
r ide on on uncomfor tab ly worm day . I was as 
g ra te fu l as my horse when , a longside the rood , I 
come to a publ ic water ing hole. A rock had been 
chiseled out to form o t rough and it held fresh spring 
water for t ravelers ' refreshment. Drovers wa lk ing 
their livestock to market found such water ing holes o 
necessity. 

0 % 3 C J O 
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This monument 
marks the site of 
James and Mary 
Fitzpatrick's log 
home where the 
first Methodist 
meetings were 
conducted which 
led to the 
establishment of 
the Hillsboro 
M e t h o d i s t 
Episcopal Church. 
It is located on the 
Richard Nicol farm 
on Ohio 73 south 
of Hillsboro. 

James and Mary Fitzpatrick hod built their cab in 
across f rom the Richards' f o r m , on the Ma rb le 
Furnace Rood go ing in the direct ion of Adams 
County. 

Their cabin was spacious, built one-and-a-hal f 
stories high of smallish logs thot had been careful ly 
hewn, smoothed and wel l chinked wi th yel low cloy. 
The cabin was notable for the gloss pones in its two 
windows -- gloss which the Fitzpotricks had b rought 
with them when they migra ted f rom Vi rg in ia . 

I was lote arr iv ing for the preaching and took, 
OS quiet ly as possible, a place in the corner of the 
cab in . I noticed the other ladies hod dressed 
careful ly, to ovo id criticism. They wore bonnets a n d 
dresses which were very p la in , wi th no ruff les, no 
laces, no jewelry - a l l dressed inconspicuously, as 
was the custom for good Methodists. I fel t qui te 
comfor tab le among these ladies, gowned as I was in 
my quiet widow's weeds. 

At the close of the service, I in t roduced myself to 

i<^e^^<^^t^x^v.^^t^^t.^Tc^Tt^x^^*^^c^v.^^«^x^x.^v^^c^v.^^t^ 
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Rev. Quinn: "I am the widow of James Trimble and I 
hove come to invite you to preach at my cabin on 
Clear Creek for the benefit of my children and my 
unconverted neighbors." 

Shortly thereafter. Rev. Quinn did honor our 
home and we received him with a hearty welcome 
and spread a feast for his supper: bear meat, 
venison, wi ld turkey, hominy from our mil l , 
cornbreod, fresh butter with honey - AND, a cup of 
coffee. 

Methodist Circuit Rider, James Quinn 

Precious coffee on our frontier was usually 
reserved for Sundays only - and then, but one cup. 

Now, warmed by our hearth and on ample 
supper. Rev. Quinn gave us o half-hour exhortation. 
We were all affected. My dear daughter-in-law 
(Allen's wife), I am sorry to say, was -- oh, me a 
backslider. She and her family had belonged to the 
Methodist Church in Virginia, but recently she hod 
begun to think of becoming Presbyterian! 

It was obvious, as Margaret listened to Rev. 
Quinn, that she felt she now had no religion and she 
showed great distress at the thought of her hopeless 
condition. I don't believe she slept well that night. 

In the morning a great marvel occurred. Rev. 
Quinn led us in family prayer, with readings from our 
Bible. Then, in benediction, his hands upraised in 
supplication to our Lord, Rev. Quinn happened to lay 
one hand on the head of dear Margaret, kneeling 
close beside him. 

Margaret began to tremble, appeared aboutto 
faint, then shouted, "Glory to God, he has pardoned 
my bockslidings and received me again into his 
favor. I know it! O, what love! Glory to His Nome, 
forever and ever!" 

Happily at peace with God and family, we 
breakfasted heartily ond sent Rev. Quinn on his way. 
We were relieved to find that Rev. Quinn's fine horse 
hod not been stolen from our born lot during the 
night. The horse was of such magnificent breeding. 
But Rev. Quinn remarked that his calling required o 
strong, good horse and he doubted that even a 
hardened thief would be mean enough to steal o 
poor Methodist minister's horse. 

Materially poor he may have been. Some circuit 
riders, according to our Methodist Minutes of 1809, 
received a yearly stipend of $225. This sum was not 
always paid in full when church funds fell into a 
genteel poverty. One minister was paid only $46.66 
of his year's salary. 

Many circuit preachings were held at my cobin. 
When I was advised that a preacher was coming to 
my home, I hurried to the crossroads to post notices of 
his coming. I gave out the news at born raisings and 
husking bees. I rode so often through the settlement 



An early 
Methodist 

view of the present Hillsboro United 
Church which was erected in 1853. 
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to invite al l to come that my neighbors cal led me "The 
Church Bel l . " 

By 1807 our flock of Highland County Methodists 
hod increased so rap id ly that an add i t iona l pastor 
wos assigned to our circuit -- John Collins, whose voice 
was OS soft as that of a mourning dove's. 

It must hove been Pastor Collins who put it into 
our c o n g r e g a t i o n ' s heads t ha t now, w i t h a 
membership of f i f ty- f ive, it was t ime for our g roup to 
bui ld a meet ing house, where each Sunday we could 
worship on a regular basis in our own sanctuary. 

In 1809, our church trustees bought lot #47 on 
the al ley border ing the north side of the new court 
house, which was being built in the center of 
Hil lsboro. There was murmur ing thot pay ing $100 
(which I think was the f igure) was o mercy too much 
for that lot, but the locotion was r ight. In 1810 we 
built our small f rame meet ing house, the first church 
built in Hil lsborough. 

Rev. Lotspeich was our next minister. He was a 
deeply pious Ge rman , very scholarly, very meek a n d 
unossuming. He wept so much in his discourses tha t 
we cal led him the weep ing Jeremiah - respectful ly, 
of course. 

I hod just settled comfor tably into our 1810 

adams 
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sanctuary when , by 1813 we hod a d d e d so many 

converts tha t it was announced that we needed a 

la rger bu i ld ing . 

My son, Al len, purchased the meet ing house 

a n d remode led it into his fami ly home. The church 

trustees then bought another lot, this t ime out in the 

woods where prices were more reasonable . It was lot 

#80 on the corner of East Wa lnu t and South Streets 

a n d cost only $15. 

The lot easily accommodated our 30x36 ft. log 

The Trimble Memorial Window, of stained glass, was 
presented to the Hillsboro Methodist Episcopal 
Church and installed in the present sanctuary on 
completion of the building in 1853. Joseph McDowell 
Trimble, grandson of Jane Trimble, and donor of the 
window, gave the dedicatory address at the opening 
of the church for worship. 

Let us show you our complete selection of 

monuments and markers. 

Peebles Monument Co. 
172 N. Main St. Peebles, Ohio 587-2210 

236 N. Market St. West Union, Ohio 544-2931 
V.................... 

Mosier Furniturel 
and Appliance 
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West Union, Ohio 
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Gary McClellan, Owner 
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structure. It hod on unusual octogon-shoped front. 

A g a i n , I was almost sett led in my pew when , in 
1822, our membership was aga in bursting at the 
seams with eighty members. Sometimes I think church 
trustees must be infected with on ont ancestry, for 
they bought on add i t i ona l lot, #81 next door , to ga in 
more space and busily, busily tore down the log 
church and erected a f ine brick sanctuary. It was one 
story, with gal ler ies in three sides. An accounting left 
by o former f inance chai rman of our church, Jacob 
Sayler, notes tha t the church hod two brick f ireplaces 
and wrought iron candlesticks. There was a loft with a 
bel fry. 

This bel f ry became the topic of gossips in 1828 
when a robber held up the stage that ran f rom 
Chill icothe to Hi l lsborough and hid himself in the loft 
" or bel f ry. 

The culpri t was captured and convicted, but for 
a t ime, this threw t imid ladies into a mild panic. 
During sermons, they could scarcely concentrate on 
saving their souls, when heaven knows, what evil 
lurked in the bel f ry. 

I was born in Augusta County, Virginia in 1755.1 
hove seen many changes in the church - and been 
g lad to have been o por t of them. 

I o rgan ized the first Methodist Sunday School in 
Hi l lsborough in my home in 1822 - a f ter I hod moved 

J O H N N I E L. A R M S T R O N G , GRI 
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GEORGETOWN, OHIO 45121 

Georgetown, (513) 378-4430 
SEAMAN, (513)386-2783 

Specializing in Farms 

Homes, Recreational 

Land and Weekend Retreats 

Call "The Land Man" 
Richey W. Liming 

513-379-1300 
Hamersville, Ohio 45130 

into the v i l lage f rom Clear Creek. I began it for the 
educat ion of chi ldren - and any adults still wishing to 
learn. Thus, I passed to others that fa i th I so sorely 
needed when I almost d rowned , fo rd ing the river on 
my family's migrat ion to Ohio. 

When it come my turn to enter the river, the f ront 
gua rd of wagons had a l ready crossed to the opposite 
shore. I knew nothing of the danger a h e a d of me. 
Plunging my horse into the river, I saw at once tha t I 
hod entered at a part icular ly rough and stony point . I 
hod not seen the rocks, for the water was running 
high and muddy f rom heavy rains. My horse lost his 
foot ing and became f r igh tened. The rushing waters, 
pour ing in torrents over g rea t boulders in the 
horseshoe bend , pul led at me, almost topp l ing me 
from my horse. 

From the opposite shore, my relatives cr ied out , 
"Turn back! Turn bock! " 

How could I turn bock? I could not manage my 
horse. I could do no better than g ive him the reins. 
Clutching eleven-month-old Al len in one a r m , I 
g r i p p e d my horse's mane with the other hand as we 
struggled through the boisterous river. 

It was God's kind providence alone that saved 
me and my son (who was to become a governor of 
Ohio) and brought us to shore. 

As we rose, drenched and exhausted, f rom the 
river, joyous shouts rang out f rom our companions: 
"She's saved! She's saved! " 

And so I was. Amen. 

Elouise Postle is a professional researcher of history 
and genealogy and is a member of the National 
Association of Storytellers. She is a graduate of the 
University of Arkansas and has had numerous articles 
published in various newspapers and magazines. 
She makes her home in Hillsboro. 
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Attractive fashion polo shirt or tee shirt displays "Ohio Southland Logo" 
screened printed on front. Both shirts American made 50% cotton, 50% poly, 
heavier weight material. Ideal for sport or casual dress. Make great gifts. 

Available in white only with brown imprint. 

Send check or money order to: Southland Shirt, P.O. Box 156, West Union, 
Ohio 45693 

Polo Shirt - $ 15.00 Tee Shirt - $8.00 
(Add 2:00 shipping and handling per total order) 

Please indicate quantity & size 
Name 

Shipping Address 

Phone No 

Polo Shirt 

Tee Shirt 

SM. 

SM. 

MD. 

MD. 

LG 

LG 

X-LG. 

X-LG. 

Allow 4 to 5 weeks delivery. Order shipped pre-paid U.P.S. 
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This scene from the past should evoke a few memories in Mt. Orab. The Odd Fellows Hall was erected in 1897 
on the northwest corner of Broadway and High Streets and quickly became a center of activity for the village. 
Old hmers are fond of recalling the good old days when ice cream festivals were held under the porch roof 
many years ago. Others remember that the first floor was home of Long's Grocery for several years. The 
present owner of the structure, Stan Mignerey, opened his Rexall Vi l lage Drugs here in 1975. 
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The Masters Touch 

by Bonnie Winters 

Like the county she lives in, artist Sherry Masters 
likes w ide open spaces for her expression. 

The Mt . Carmel artist is becoming famous for her 
b rea th tak ing murals which grace countless homes, 
schools and businesses in Southern Ohio, Northern 
Kentucky, Illinois, New Hampshire and Missouri. 

" I l ike tak ing a b lank wa l l a n d creat ing an 
i l lus ion," said Masters. " A mural con make a space 
look larger and br igh ter . " 

Masters' work can be seen at various sites 
locally. 

One of her most recent designs was the mura l 

she d id for the d in ing room of Taste of the Orient 
restaurant in Botav ia , Oh io . The pa in t i ng , which took 
Masters two days to f in ish, incorporates on oriental 
landscape complete wi th Mt . Fuji a n d a shrine. 

Another of her eye-catch ing designs was 
pa in ted on the exter ior ove rhead doors of Gray's 
Auto Service, in Mt. Carmel . 

" I pa in ted tha t one in celebrat ion of the 
garage 's 50th year of be ing in business, " she 
exp la ined , " I used a mounta in scene wi th a modern 
Porche a n d on o ld 1933 M o d e l A coming up over the 
hills." 

Sherry Masters while 

recently completing a 

Churchill Downs mural 

in northern Kentucky 

for an Optica re 

Center. 
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Today and yesterday are 
presented in Sherry's dual 
murals at Gray's Auto 
Service in Mt. Carmel. 

She has also done murals for several of the 
Opt icore Vision Centers in Ohio and Kentucky. 
Masters, who has on aversion to p la in and bor ing 
offices, said she wan ted to create a d i f fe rent 
atmosphere for each off ice. 

The Opt icore Center in Amel ia has o modern 
landscape, incorporat ing pastels and graphics. For 
the Anderson Township of f ice, she pa in ted a French 
wa l l paper design of the Wi l l iamsburg era. Her most 
recent Opt icore project was o horserocing/Churchi l l 
Downs theme for the new Northern Kentucky faci l i ty. 

Chi ldren of al l ages hove commented abou t the 
Masters' touch in the Summerside Elementary School 
l ibrary in Mt . Carmel . It is a felicitous render ing of the 
yel low brick road with numerous beloved storybook 
characters - characters such as Dorothy and her Oz 
fr iends, and Char lot te of Charlotte 's W e b - which 
wraps a round two thirds of the l ibrary . Masters said 
she hod to use scaf fo ld ing to paint that extensive 
scene. 

In add i t i on to murals. Masters does graph ic ar t 
and advert is ing design work. She has a t tended the 
University of Cincinnat i a n d the Art Academy. She 
has worked as on ar t director of an advert is ing 
agency and has done interior design. She enjoys 
wear ing her muralist hot the most, however. 

"Some of the murals con be qui te cha l leng ing , " 
Masters said. " A woman in St. Bernard recently asked 
me to po in t a mura l of Michael Jackson on her son's 
bedroom wa l l . Another unusual request was the 10-
foot cartoon-l ike Indian character mascot I pa in ted 
on the f loor of Cincinnati Summit Country Day 
School's basketbal l cour t . " 

Masters is mar r ied to Mt . Carmel at torney 

Robert L. Masters. She said when she is not busy 
t ransforming the walls of Southern Ohio into her own 
creations, she enjoys visiting her four chi ldren a n d 
two grandch i ld ren, all possible subjects of a future 
larger- than- l i fe portrai t , we ' re sure. 

Bonnie Winters is a general assignment reporter for 
the Kentucky Post and a free-lance writer for 
Cincinnati Suburban Press newspapers and 
Cincinnati Magazine. Born in Maysville, she now 
makes her home in Highland Heights, Kentucky. HI 

"/ like taking a blank wall and creahng an illusion." 
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Newspaper Ads of Yesteryear 

CLEARANCE SALE! 
TO REDUCE STOCK ON HANDS WE O ' F F E R 
m I G'^EAT BARGAINS IN rm. 

BICYCLES 
^$15 .00 AND U P I ^ 

Fnll Line of SUNDRIES 
And SUPPLIES. 

W. H. BAUM, 
The Clermont Sun 

(Batavia) 
October 4, 1899 

Patterson SJ Son, 

Blacksmithing 
f ^Iron Work. 

C/tRRl/IGE IVORK A SPECIALTY. 

Oood Work, and Prompt Attention given to 
all Orders. 

NORTH WASHINGTON ST., 

0LD$M0BlLE5£t 
Striking Beauty and 
F i n e Performance— 
a t a Low Price! 

Coach 

n075 

You want beauty. This Oldsinobile Six is bealiti>' 
fill.' Just look at id 

You want pe r fo rmance . H e r e ' s performance 
rivaling that of far higher-priced cars. Drive it— 
and you'll see! 

Now the only place to get both these desirable 
qualities—at a moderate price—is in this Oldsmobile 
Six. Make comparisons—and you must agreel 

A It prices f. V. b. Lansing, plus tax. 

VI— ^ • — tt 

WARNER'S GARAGE 
Russellville, Ohio 

pa- -« 

OLDSMOBILE 
£ MJ!t/L 

tJ'STV 

The News-Democrat 
(Georgetown) 
June 25, 1925 

Greenfield Enterprise 
(Greenfield) 

Augusts, 1895 

IH^BIl DENTISTRY liU CLASS 
AT MODERATE PRICES, SEE 

PAINl^ESS EXTRACTIITG OP TEETH. 

New Era 
(West Union) 

November 21, 1902 
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by Paul E. Knoop, Jr. 

It was one of those perfect late spring mornings. 
It hod rained the day before but now the sky was 
clear as the sun rose above the horizon. Mist still hung 
in the valleys but quickly burnt off as the sun climbed 
higher in the sky. Earlier in the morning, while it was 
still semi-dork, several whip-poor-wills broke into 
song. 

It was 7:15 A.M. as I started walking down the 
gravel rood in a remote section of Adams County. 
The morning bird chorus was in full swing and the 
songs of oven birds, prairie warblers, rufous-sided 
towhees and Carolina wrens replaced those of the 
whip-poor-wills. Everywhere along the roadway, and 
in small prairie openings, were the neot creations of 
sheet-web spiders. These small spiders spin a moss of 
overlapping threads creating a flat, sheet-like web 
near the ground. The web's inhabitant lives on the 
underside, always ready for unsuspecting prey to 
become entangled in the sticky strands. 

My morning stroll took me along a small, 
rambling stream with Indian paintbrush blooming 
along its bonks. The deep orange color of the 
paintbrush contrasted sharply with the fresh green of 
the stream-side vegetation. A box turtle was 
observed soaking in shallow water at mid-stream, 
seemingly comforted by the clear, cool water flowing 
oround and over its shell. 

My destination was o rore bit of woodland 
where a number of very large red and white oaks 
grew. These trees, 3 and 4 feet in diameter, hod 
somehow escaped the ravages of the chainsaw. 
Approaching the trees I noticed large numbers of 

wood chips littering the woodland floor. The size of 
the chips (1-2 inches long) was on indication that a 
pileoted woodpecker was frequenting the area and 
a quick search revealed a large nesting hole 
excavated 30 feet up in the trunk of o big-tooth 
aspen tree. 

Realizing that the pileoted woodpecker is 
especially wary around the nest hole I quickly 
retreated to a hidden location among small trees and 
shrubs. Taking a seat on the woodland floor I waited 
with hopeful anticipation. 

Resting quietly in a woodland is the best way to 
hear and see wild creatures. Within minutes I hear 

"My morning stroll took me along a small, rambling 
stream..." 
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the sharp "chip-burr" coll note of o scarlet tanager. 
The male alights in o small, white oak tree and his 
scarlet plumage, highlighted by a ray of sunlight, 
glows like a neon sign. The more subdued yellow, 
brown and green female appears and they fly off 
together through the leafy woodland. 

My vigil continues. A rooster crows for down in 
the valley. Overhead, o brood-winged hawk soors in 
ever widening circles - its block and white striped toil 
conspicuous against the blue sky. 

Suddenly I feel the presence of the great 
woodpecker. Silently he arrives and lands on the 
trunk of a nearby oak tree. I dare not move my arms 
to raise binoculars for fear of being detected. The 
red crest is raised high on the head and his behavior 
-the stretching of the long neck and the searching 
eyes - tells me that he suspects on intruder. Being this 
close to a crow-sized woodpecker (20 inches long) is a 
thrilling experience. 

The woodpecker is patient and carefully jumps 
from tree to tree, each time approaching the nest 
tree a bit closer. Finally, hitching up to the nesting 
hole, he puts his head and forebody inside several 
times. I suspect the female is incubating eggs and 

that this behavior is port of the pair bonding. Loter, 
OS I departed, the male let out o series of loud 
cackling notes that reverberated throughout the 
woodland. 

In recent years the pileoted woodpecker has 
returned to many of its former haunts. Early human 
inhabitants of the eastern states gave this bird 
several colorful names "log-cock", "cock-of-the-
woods", and "Indian hen" the lost on illusion to its 
cry. In earlier times it was regarded as a gome bird 
and was offered for sole in the big city markets. 
Todoy, most everyone recognizes this spectacular 
bird OS o valuable port of our wildlife heritage. 

Paul E. Knoop, Jr. is employed by the National 
Audubon Society as Education Director for the 
Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm in Dayton, 
Ohio. He authors a weekly column in the Dayton Daily 
News entitled, "Qui Nutuial Woild." He makes his 
fionie in West Miitoii, 0/i;o. 3 
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Peebles Flower Shop 
CASTOR & FOSTER ATTORNEYS 

"Flowers For Every Occasion'' 

Antiques Bought and Sold 

27 South Main St. 

Peebles, Ohio 45660 

513-587-3339 

513-587-3044 

Larry & Pat Shivelev 

i t eSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS 

ROBERT D. CASTOR 
ALAN W. FOSTER 

General Practice 
Of Law 

DRYDEN'S 
QUIK SERV MARKET 

308 Main Street 
Phone 513-544-3977 

West Union, Ohio 45693 
Store Hours 

Monday thru Saturday — 9:00 to 9:00 
Sunday — 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

DECEDENTS 1 S lAJES - WILLS 

DOMESTIC RELAl IONS - PERSONAL IN.IURY 

CIVIL REAL ESIAIE - BUSINESS LAW 

INCOME TAX PREPARATION 

CONSUL! AEION WORKER'S COMP 

Men. thru Fri. 8 A.M. to 5 P.M. 

Sat. 9 A.M. —12 Noon Jan. 1—April 15 

Evenings By Appointmeni 

228 N. Market, West Union 544-5251 
Or Call 544-3867 
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These pho tographs of Elijah and Susan Redman come to us 
from the attic of Wi lma Brumley of West Union. Mrs. Brumley is 
currently president of the Adams County Historical Society and is 
post president of the Adams County Genealog ica l Society. She is a 
very active genealog is t and tells us that her late husband, Joseph 
Brumley, was a g rea t grandson of Elijah and Susan. 

Elijah Redman (Redmon) was o son of John and Mi ld red 
Redman. John served as a corpora l in Capta in Wi l l iam Dunlop's 
company dur ing the W a r of 1812. Mi ldred 's maiden name is 
unproven but is bel ieved to be Roylston (Ralston). John and Mi ldred 
were among the earl iest settlers in what is now Brown County, 
moving into the Red Oak area as early as 1799. 

Elijah Redman was born 6 June 1799 and d ied 17 October 
1893. He was marr ied on 28 Apr i l 1831 to Susan McGuinness whose 
parents ore unknown. She was born 4 May 1808 and d ied 25 July 
1900. Elijah and Susan bought a f o rm in Liberty Township, Adams 
County in 1840 and resided there till their deaths. The fo rm 
remained in the fami ly until 1975. The Redmans ore bur ied in the 
Briar Ridge Cemetery. 

The chi ldren of Elijah and Susan Redman ore as follows: 

Harriet 15 June 1832 - 18 September 1881 m. Nathanie l P. Hannah 
Elizabeth 17 Apr i l 1834 17 January 1930 m. Lemuel Perry 

John 24 Apr i l 1836 - d ied young 
Susan 9 September 1838 d ied young 
Mil lyonn 9 January 1840 d ied young 
Mary Jane 25 August 1843 - 20 December 1827 m. (1) David Hannah 

(2) H. C. Burbage 
Jemima 3 November 1845 5 March 1917 m. John Bissinger 
James A lber t 15 M a y 1848 - 8 Apr i l 1830 m. Cather ine Sweor ingen 
Emily 6 November 1850 December 1941 m. Samuel C. Burnesser 

Susan McGuinness Redman 

Elijah Redman 

J»J^.-
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Chronology of Ohio's Prehistory 
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A Comparison 

i i iMiiiiii i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i iniiiii i i i i i i i i i i i iMiiiiii i i i i imiiiiMiiiiii 

Ohio 

Historical 

Society 

IIIHIIIIIIIHIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIKIIIIIIMIIIIMMIIIIIIIIIHI 

Cincinnati 

Museum 

Of 

Natural History 

llllllttllllllllllllllllllllMIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIMIIIIIIIIHIIIIhllllllMMI 

State of Kentucky 
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The serious student of Ohio archaeology con sometimes be 
confused with confl ict ing dates on this area's prehistoric cultures. It 
seemstha ta number of institutions involved in archaeological studies 
determine their own dates with l itt le or perhaps no consultation with 
one another. The chart presented here is intended to show a 
comparison between the dotes of four institutions that hove 
conducted extensive studies in the tri-stote oreo of the prehistoric 
groups that at one time occupied the Ohio Southland. 

BC AD 
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: MISSISSIPPIAN 

ARCHAIC 

FT. ANCIENT 

8 
0 
0 
B 
C ADENA 

HOPEWELL 

ADENA 

2 
0 
0 
B 
C 

LATE WOODLAND 

4 
5 
0 
A 
D 
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FT. ANCIENT 

1 
6 
7 
0 
A 
D 

8 
0 
0 
B 
C 

MISSISSIPPIAN 

ADENA 

8 
0 
0 
A 
D 
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1600 AD 

WOODLAND 

FT ANCIENT 

1 
2 
5 
0 
A 
D 

1 
6 
5 
0 
A 
D 

: LATE WOODLAND 

MIDDLE WOODLAND 

ADENA 

3 
0 
0 
B 
C 

4 
0 
0 
A 
D 

8 
0 
0 
A 
D 

1 
6 
0 
0 
A 
D 

Line drowings by Robert N Converse 
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Number 2: 

^^James McCollam - His Book" 

by an Allegheny Trader 

"Betwixt the Forks and the Oubache" 

Although the name of this series refers to the 
18th century, this installment will cross the absolute, 
but arbitrary, boundary into the beginning of the 
following century. If any one word embodies the spirit 
of the period, it is growth. Social, political, and 
economic growth and the individuals who fostered 
the newly formed nation did not stop their activities or 
change their values in the first days of the 1800s. 
Many of the leaders and the common men, who 
fought in the American Revolution or contributed to 
further development and social stability in the new 
nation, continued productive lives in the subsequent 
decades following 1800. It is important to study this 
development and growth to gain a more balanced 
perspective on the early history of the "Southland". 

Late this spring I happened upon a copy of 
Elements of Useful Knowledge Volume 1. Containing 
a ffistorical and Geographical Account of the United 
States published in 1806. This book is of a general 
school text, although it might have been acquired by 
any person interested in moving west. In fact, 
immigrants guides were commonly published during 
this period. In addition to the printed text, the owner 

also penned in items of local historical interest. 
On the "Contents" page and in the owner's 

hand ore four simple lines: 
James McCollam his book 

January 8th day 1811 Ohio 
bought in 1810 in Lexintown 

Virginia 
Of greater historic consequence, the owner 

recorded a contract between himself and one Isaac 
Smith which summarizes in part the preparations 
being mode for the construction of a log house at 
about this date. 

In October - a bill of work agains Isaac 
Smith to Hewing o set of house logs of 
eighteen by twenty too he scored all the 
logs exceepting the plates, the logs 
mesures 46 breath feet in and sills 12 inches 
by 14 the plates 8 by 12 the inch the en 
plate 8 by 7 inche to cutting and scoring 
hewing rafters and cuting and scoring 
hewing slepers due to him the 8 

This important reference to early Ohio architecture 
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for tunately survived a n d was found in the estate of a 
pioneer fami ly f rom High land County, Ohio. From 
this in fo rmat ion , I was ab le to retrace the McCol lam 
family's move to Ohio and later events fo l lowing the 
construction of their first permanent home. 

James M c C o l l a m a c q u i r e d the book in 
"Lex in town" or Lexington, Virginia suggesting that he 
and his fami ly were residents of the Rockbridge 
County, Virg in ia a rea . This is conf i rmed by the 1810 
federa l census where he is l isted. The federa l census 
of this per iod does not list b i r thplace. However, on 
earlier Virginia tax census do ted 1787 does list James 
"McCol lom" OS a slaveholder with f ive horses and 
four catt le. This earl ier reference would seem to 
suggest that James may hove been born in North 
America or at the least, had spent much of his life 
near Virginia's famous Natura l Bridge. 

Apparent ly , James moved f rom Virginia soon 
after the 1810 federa l census or was visiting the Point 
Township, H igh land County, Ohio area in January 
1811. Late in May of tha t year James is ment ioned in 
a deed t ransferr ing proper ty to him from John and 
Maria Shenk of Conestogo Township, Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania. This land was a por t of Survey 
1832 on the west side of Rattlesnake Creek near the 
mouth of Hardin Creek. This deed also indicates that 
James was a resident of Highland County before its 
execution. Though James held interest in other land 
one can assume that the contract between McCol lam 
and Smith relates to the p repara t ion of l og* for a 
house on this property. 

A l though James may hove only been visiting 
Ohio in the winter of 1810-11, by mid-year one is lead 
to believe that his entire fami ly was l iving in the west. 
James and his w i fe , Mary , were received into the 
Rocky Springs Presbyterian Church on August 25. This 
church was located in Madison Township some four or 
five miles south of Greenf ie ld , Ohio and across 
Rattlesnake Creek f rom their f o rm. This church once 
stood on the r idge over looking Rattlesnake Creek, 
just east of the Green f ie ld Cynth iana Pike. Today 
we coll this road State Route 753. Al though the 
church is gone, its location is marked by a cemetery 
where James and Mary are bur ied. 

The McCol lam fami ly , or at least Mary a n d her 
children ore listed in the 1820 census of Paint 
Township, H igh land County. One con assume f rom 
this in format ion tha t James hod d ied earl ier. This 
i n te rp re ta t ion of the census is suppo r ted by 
add i t iona l court house records. These records, 
including both those f rom common pleas and those 
from the recorder's of f ice, re late to the settlement of 
his estate. James' headstone giv ing a do te of 
February 12, 1812, indicates that he d ied just four 

months af ter the complet ion of the work by Isaac 
Smith or some 13 months af ter moving to Ohio. 

In 1818, a part i t ion of James McCollom's 
property was mode listing his wife and chi ldren. His 

An old engraving of the famous "Natural Bridge" in 
Rockbridge County, Virginia. It is one of the seven 
natural wonders of the world. George Washington 
surveyed it and left his initials in the rock, twenty 
three feet above the little stream that courses under 
the bridge. Thomas Jefferson bought the landmark in 
1774 and built a cabin close by to entertain 
sightseers. It was near here that James McCollam 
lived before moving to hiighland County, Ohio. 

chi ldren inc luded: James Jr., El izabeth, and Patrick 

of ful l age with John, Wi l l iam, Mary , and Samuel 

listed OS minors. Most of the chi ldren remained in the 

" N e w Petersburgh" area for many years. James' 

oldest daughter , El izabeth, marr ied John McMasters, 

the son of another early fami ly in the Township. There 

is some indicat ion that they moved to o De laware 

County, Ohio fa rm on Fulton Creek. This creek is o 

branch of the Scioto River which is now located in 

Union County, Ohio . This l and was or ig ina l l y 
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a c q u i r e d by E l izabeth 's f a t h e r b e f o r e 1812. 
Al though several parcels of land f rom James' or ig inal 
holdings were ul t imately sold by the fami ly , the 
or ig ina l locat ion of the fa rm and the log house can be 
found since his chi ldren and grandch i ld ren still held 
por t of this land when the Atlas of Highland County, 
Ohio was publ ished in 1871. 

Consider ing the ages of their ch i ldren, one must 
assume that James and Mary were marr ied around 
1787 or abou t the t ime he was listed as o taxab le 
landho lder in V i rg in ia . However, no record of their 
mar r i age has thus fa r been f ound . James was 
repor ted to be 60 years old when he d ied in 1812. 
Mary was much younger, since the evidence at hand 
wou ld suggest that she was born about 1771. The 
name "Pol ly McCo l lam" was also found in James' 
book. This could either be a reference to Mary, his 
w i fe , or one of his daughters . In fact , Polly was a 
common nick-name of the per iod . Several of James 
McCollam's chi ldren were of school age when he 
acqu i red the book in 1810. This may directly relate to 
his ch i ldren 's need for a school history and 
geog raphy text. 

Many of the some historic sources g leaned for 
evidence of the McCol lam fami ly were also used to 
ident i fy Isaac Smith, the man who helped James 
McCol lam construct his house. The 1820 Highland 
County census lists Isaac in Madison, the township 
immediate ly north of Point Township and Rattlesnake 
Creek. Isaac Smith was a rather prominent f igure in 
eastern Highland County and is conspicuously 
ment ioned in the early history of Greenf ie ld , Ohio. 
Fol lowing his employment with James McCol lam, 
Smith acqu i red a tota l of 4 acres in Greenf ie ld on 
June 1, 1813. Just over a year later, and on 
September 8, he marr ied Ann Mitcher. After his 
mar r iage and p robab l y in the early 1820s, he 
become a local postmaster. During this some per iod 
Isaac was known to have opera ted o tavern in the 
Green f ie ld community. During the late 1820s, he 

ret i red to o f o r m just west of town and at the age of 

48, he d ied on January 3, 1833. His g rove con be 

found in the " O l d Burying Grounds" in Greenf ie ld . 

His w i fe , Ann , d ied at the a g e of 84 but l ived to see 

the end of the Civil War . 

Isaac and Ann Smith are buried in the Old Burying 

Grounds in Greenfield. 

One of the most wr i t ten about activities of 
pioneer l i fe was the construction of the log cabin or 
h o u s e . G e n e r a l l y t h e s e d e s c r i p t i o n s o r e 
retrospective, rather romant ic ized, and locking in 
specific in fo rmat ion . Every county and most every 
township has its own version of the raising. These 
accounts usually start w i th the newly ar r ived 
immigrant cal l ing upon his neighbors for their help 
and expert ise. By the end of the day , the fami ly was 
securely housed in their own dwe l l i ng , however 
modest. 

There ore vary ing amounts of truth in each of 
these recollections. From these accounts and from 
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extant structures, we con recount the variety of 
activities that hod to be accomplished to complete a 
log home. A crew of men was needed to raise the 
basic log pen. However, before this work could start, 
trees would hove to be cut, the resultant logs 
required hewing, ond any foundat ion la id . To 
complete the structure, rafters and roof ing would 
hove to be mode and instal led. Such a structure 
would also need joist and f loor ing. Doorways and 
windows would also have to be f in ished. To complete 
the exterior, the spoces between the logs needed 
chinking. Even the most modest cabin was labor 
intensive and its construction t ime consuming. 

Al though it may hove been common for fr iends 
and neighbors to help construct a log house, the 
McCollam document suggests that por t of the labor 
forthis structure was not dona ted , but was contracted 
out. Obviously, Isaac Smith was responsible for 
cutting and hewing the various logs for the exterior 
walls, the timbers used for the f loor joist or sleepers 
and for the p repara t ion for at least por t of the 
roof ing. Other contracts will not be mentioned but 
suffice it to say similar contracts hove survived. 
Although they ore rarely f ound , such agreements 
were p robab ly more common than what is rea l ized. 

The term " log cab in " is commonly mis-used 
today, while 200 years ago the term " log house", or a 
house intent ional ly constructed with logs, was o 
unique dwel l ing f rom a temporary structure or 
" C a b i n " . The McCol lam reference to a '...set of 
house logs. . . " is p robab ly o reference to o well 
finished structure. As such, it was probab ly o two story 
dwel l ing. Considered that the house was to be of 
hewed logs with al lowances for f loor ing , one might 
imagine that it was in tended to be of o rather 
permanent structure. The " . . .46 b rea th . . . " might be a 
reference to a doub le pen structure with on open 
breezewoy or dog trot. However, I feel that th is line in 
the document was simply g a r b l e d . The 18 feet by 22 
feet pen size of the house is clearly stated and I think 
emphasized. It should also be real ized that such 

dimensions could be considered common for a " l og 
house" of the per iod. Unfortunately, a cursory look in 
the vicinity of McCollam's fa rm fa i led to ident i fy any 
obvious log structures of this size to provide fur ther 
details about the McCollam house. 

This early woodcut entitled "The Raising" helps 
illustrate log house construction techniques used on 
the frontier of Ohio. 

Analysis of the document suggests that Isaac 
Smith was responsible for a var iety of mater ials. 
Basically, the house was to have foot thick log walls. 
Sills for the house were slightly wider to accept the 
f loor joist mortises, and the plates to secure the 
rafters were of l ighter construction. The contract 
appears incomplete and foils to provide the settled 
price to be pa id for this p repara to ry service. It should 
also be pointed out that the contract was not s igned. 
Its incomplete nature and the location of the contract 
in the bock of a book might suggest tha t this 
document may hove been a rough d ra f t , if you wi l l , 
for the actual document which was wr i t ten on a 
second loose sheet of paper . 

It is unfor tunate that so few documents like the 
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con t rac t b e t w e e n McCo l l am a n d Smith hove 
surv ived. D isregord ing the actual specifications 
conta ined within it, such documents suggest that log 
construction was more than the builder's reaction to 
his surroundings. Such surviving documents most 
clearly suggest that the creat ion of a log home was 
o conscious process d i rec t l y r e l a t e d to fo lk 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l p r a c t i c e s a n d t o p r a c t i c a l 
deve lopmenta l needs within the reg ion. This fact 
might easily be over looked if we only see the 
occasional surviving examples of log architecture as 
some historical curiosity. Log architecture was only 
one solution to the construction needs felt by newly 
ar r ived immigrants to the "Sou th land" . Obviously, 
wood was used in other ways for construction. Other 
bu i ld ing mater ia ls, like brick and stone were also 
e m p l o y e d w i th in the loca l c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s 
architectural reperto i re. However, such a perspective 
and o discussion of other housing types must wait until 

another t ime. 
* * * 

For fur ther read ing on early log construction the 
fo l lowing books ore recommended: 

The Architecture of Migration: Log Construction 
in the Ohio Country 1750-1850, by Donald Hutslor, 
Ohio University Press, Athens, 1986. 

or 
The Log Cabin in America, by Clinton C. 

Weslager, Rutgers University Press, New Brunswick, 
N.J., 1969. 

I wou ld also suggest Mr. Hutslar's previous 
art ic le: "The Log Architecture of Oh io " which con be 
found in the Ohio Historicol Society's quarter ly Ohio 
History, Volume 80, Numbers 3 and 4. 
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Located not f a r f rom the business district of 
Bethel is the v i l lage cemetery known as the Early 
Settlers Burying Ground. Si tuated on the west side of 
Ohio 133, this cemetery is relat ively small, well kept 
and is invit ing for visitors interested in local history. In 
this ancient g raveya rd rest many of the area's 
earliest pioneers inc luding O b e d Denham, the 
founder of Bethel. Denham had first settled in 
present -day Tate Township in 1797 f o u n d i n g 
"Denhams town , " la ter changed to Bethel, the 
fol lowing year. 

Certainly the most not iceable marker wi th in the 
cemetery is The Unknown Hunter monument erected 
in the Summer of 1948 in commemorat ion of Bethel's 
sesqui-centennial. On this tal l monol i th is re lated the 
story of , " . . . a hunter who came th rough the 
wilderness f rom Kentucky with his dogs. He became 
il l , was cared for a n d d ied at the home of O b e d 
Denham." As the ensuing years passed a n d the 
surrounding wilderness t a m e d , the name of this 
un for tunate visitor was f o r g o t t e n . On ly c rude 
fieldstones were used to denote this anonymous 
hunter's f ina l resting p lace until the erection of The 
Unknown Hunter memor ia l . 

Also bur ied here is Thomas Morris (1776-1844) 
who mode Bethel his home for many years. Morr is The Unknown Hunter memorial was erected in 1948. 
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This Ohio Historical Marker was erecte 
cemetery in 1973. 

was an at torney who ended up serving southern Ohio 
in the Ohio House and Senate for several terms 
between 1806 and 1832. His crowning achievement 
was his election to the U.S. Senate where he served 
f rom 1833 to 1839. He is best remembered in 
Amer ican history as one of the earliest agi tators in the 
U.S. Senate to publ ic ly denounce slavery and to call 
for its abol ishment. 

In the f ront row of graves on the east side of the 
Early Settlers Burying Ground visitors con see the 
a l l - too- fami l iar story of t ragedy for one early Bethel 
fami ly . Here are three graves, side by side, with the 
inscription: 

The Sisters 
Susan Rachel & Mary B. 

Me f fo rd 
d ied 

of scarlet fever 
on the 

15th, 16th and 21st of 
December, 1844 

Indiv idual gravestones g ive their ages as: Susan, 17; 
Rachel, 9; and M a r y B., 7 Yes, l iving in the Ohio 
Southland dur ing those ear ly pre-Civi l W a r years 
wasn't always easy. 

A br ief wa lk among the o lder tombstones also 
br ings to l ight examples of funerea l verse once 
considered stylish for headstones. One of the earliest 

An overall view of the Early Settlers Burying Ground. 
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residents in Bethel was Aaron Osborn who settled in 
the v i l lage in 1799. In 1839 his w i fe , Eleanor, d ied . 
On her g ravemarker can be found the fo l lowing 
poetry (with its or ig inal spell ing): 

Far, fa r above earthly things 
Triumphantly she rode; 

She soord to heaven on angels wings 
And found and ta lked with G o d ; 

By fa i th let us fo l low her f l ight 
And mount wi th her spirit above ; 
Escaped to the mansions of l ight 
And lodged in the eden of love. 

And on the headstone of Kelley Burk, Senior, on 
early miller in the a rea who d ied in 1830 con be read 
this verse: 

Adieu vain wor ld I am gone to rest 
With saints and angels to be blest. 
Your strife and noise I here no more 
But rest with Jesus evermore: 

Bid my fr iends dry their tears 
I must lie here till Christ appears 
Then burst the chains with sweet surprise 
And in my saviors image arise. 
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And lastly, on the tombstone of 94 year o ld 
Patsey Johnson who d ied in 1900 is inscribed: 

She has gone to o monsion of rest 
From a region of sorrow and pain 
To the glorious land of the blest 
Where she never will suffer aga in 

Thomas Morris' Tombstone sits quietly in the shade of 
a towering white cedar, a 
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Travel: 

fiK-9e.a?a Mar ie t ta - Where I t All Began fi»s-3ejs» 

VI Nl 
Loraine Tormey '^ '^ 

For a great weekend get-a-woy, a more 
interesting and pleasant trip by cor con hardly be 
found than a visit to the city of Marietta. This jewel of 
a town is Ohio's first permanent settlement and was 
so carefully planned and prepared before the first 
settlers arrived that it still bears the imprint of those 
plans, looking very much like o New England town. 

For the early pioneers coming into the Ohio 
Valley, the rivers were the main highway. The land 
was so heavily forested and mountainous in some 
areas that it was much easier to travel by river. And 
so it was on April 7, 1788, a flotboot and three 
dugout canoes floated down the Ohio River carrying 
forty-seven men. Their journey ended when they 
reached the mouth of the Muskingum River. Among 
these pioneers, led by Rufus Putnam, were surveyors, 
boat builders, carpenters and other artisans. Across 
the Muskingum River, American flog flying high, 
stood Ft. Harmor, a lofty sentinel in the wilderness. 

Before this hardy vanguard come to settle the 
land north of the Ohio River, LoSolle claimed it for 
France in 1670. This was followed by the French and 
Indian War, the Indian War, and the Revolutionary 
War. A colonial ormy under General George Rogers 
Clark defeated the British and won the territory for 
America. Then the Ohio Company was formed for the 
purpose of settling the land in the Northwest 
Territory. It was mode up primarily of Revolutionary 
War veterans who received land grants in lieu of cash 
for their wartime service. 

Immediately upon their arrival, they began 
clearing the land, surveying the town lots and city 
streets. They built their homes in on orderly New 

England fashion. The threat of Indian attack was still 
very real, so they constructed a civilian fortification 
and called it Campus Mortius. It was described as 
"the handsomest pile of buildings west of the 
Allegheny Mountains." 

Joseph Barker who lived on the Muskingum at 
nearby Wiseman's Bottom operated a dry dock and 
built riverboots from the magnificent oaks that grew 
along the river. He built ocean-going vessels as well. 
Barker claimed he "cleared the forest on his form and 
planted fruit trees with one hand while holding his 
scalp on with the other". 

The country was developing rapidly, and soon 
families began arriving. On July 2, 1788, the place 
was named Marietta in honor of Queen Marie 
Antoinette of France in memory of her country's aid to 
the struggling colonists during the Revolution. As 
Marietta moves into its third century, it is the leading 
market place in southeast Ohio, but it still retains the 
characteristic qualities of its early settlers. 

It is a small city with a rich historical background. 
Other firsts claimed by Marietta in Ohio and the 
Northwest Territory: the first civil government, first 
county, first civil court, first retail store, first tavern, 
first Sunday School, first Masonic Lodge, first 
governor's home and first children's home. Historic 
Marietta needs only an instant to win you over, but 
invites you to stay much longer. The locals ore proud 
of their heritage and encourage you to take your 
time and enjoy. Don't hurry your visit, for there is 
much to see and do. Begin your exploring on the 
quiet, tree-lined brick streets. Visit the parks and 
commons along the historic riverfront. You will find 
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This view, taken circa 1909, 
shows Rufus Putnam's home 
before it was enclosed in the 
Campus Martius Museum 
where it can be viewed today. 

Mr & Mrs. Lester Wollis 

this charming town has something to of fer everyone. 

If you go , the first stop should be at the Mar ie t ta 
Tourist and Convent ion Bureau at 316 Third Street for 
brochures of tours and attract ions. Sel f -guid ing tours 
ore ava i lab le which show the city's scenic and historic 
points of interest. There is a motor ized trol ley tour 
which offers visitors a f i rst-hand look at the city's 
historic sites. It is fun and in fo rmat ive . You can book 
the tour on Green Street near the Lafayette Hotel. 

Ah , the La faye t te , one of America's lost 
r iverboat era hotels draws its name f rom the Marquis 
de Lafayette who visited here in 1825. The rooms 
hove a view either of the Ohio River or the 
Muskingum River which empties into the Ohio a short 
distance behind the hotel . If you don' t stay here, p lan 
to visit the d in ing room or cocktail lounge to feel what 
it was like in another t ime per iod . An or ig ina l coll bell 
service is d isp layed o n t h e wal l o t t h e entrance to the 
dining room. A dozen t iny bronze bells, numbered 
and suspended on coil springs were act ivated by 
pull ing a cord upstairs. Each bell wou ld v ibra te on its 
spring for several minutes so the maid could see what 
chamber was cal l ing for her. 

The Campus Mart ius Museum was built on the 
site of Mar iet ta 's or ig ina l civi l ian for t i f icat ion. The 
name "Campus Mar t ius" is Latin for "Field of Mors " 
(the mil i tary camp where the legions of ancient Rome 
once t ra ined) . It encloses the Putnam house on its 
or ig inal founda t ion - an historic remnant of the first 
established sett lement in the Northwest Territory. 
There are many other exhibits depic t ing the early 
settlement of Mar ie t ta . 

Mound Cemetery contains the bur ia l p lace of a 
Hopewell Ind ian chief. It is 30 feet high and 375 feet 

in circumference at its base. Twenty-four off icers of 
the Revolutionary War as well as many of Mar iet ta 's 
pioneers are bur ied here. 

The Ohio River Museum displays steamboat-era 
items. A life-sized d io rama and a multi medio show 
traces the history of the river f rom its fo rmat ion 
through steamboat days to the present. Moored 
alongside the museum is the W. P. Snyder, one of the 
lost a l l -metal steam powered towboots on the Ohio 
River. Nearby is o full-scale repl ica of a f l o t b o a t t h o t 
early pioneers used to t ravel down the Ohio. 

The Valley Gem, a repl ica of a stern-wheeled 
steam boot will g ive you the oppor tun i ty to t rave l the 
Muskingum and Ohio rivers as voyagers d id in the 
steamboat era. There ore hourly trips f rom its Front 
Street l and ing . This is a fun th ing to do. There are fa l l 
fo l iage tours on weekends in October. 

Showboat Becky Thatcher relives the showboat 

An early view of the 30 foot high Hopewellian mound 

in Mound Cemetery. 
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era. It was built in 1926 and christened The Mississippi 
III. Originally it was o work boat, but was outfitted as 
a fine passenger boat for visiting dignitaries from 
Washington, D.C. She was decommissioned in April 
1961. After that she was sold to different individuals 
and was moved bock and forth between St. Louis and 
Hannibal, Missouri. During this time her name was 
changed to The Becky Thatcher, and in the ensuing 
years was converted to a restaurant and theater. 
Actors came from all over the United States to 
perform in the historic concept of the showboat and 
the melodramas. 

The Betsey Mills, a rendering by the author. 

Marietta College was founded in 1835 and is 
one of the oldest colleges in Ohio. It is a private 
college and traces its roots to 1797. The campus is 
beautiful and historic, and has two buildings which 
ore on the Notional Register of Historic Places. 

Whenever we asked the locals for a good place 

to eat everyone recommended the Betsey Mills Club, 
or as it is called affectionately, "The Betsey". The Club 
was named for Betsey Gates Mills of Marietta and 
was founded in 1911. It was the outgrowth of a 
sewing class started in 1898 and has on interesting 
background. Today it provides many activities and 
programs for Marietta's young people, much like the 
YWCA in other cities, only this is a local institution, 
locally administered and financed. The dining room 
is open to the public for lunch and dinner seven days 
o week. The food is tastefully prepared, the servings 
are more than ample, and is moderately priced. The 
dining room and parlors ore handsomely furnished. 
Needless to say, we stopped by more than once. 

Marietta's prehistoric earthworks were carefully 
preserved by the directors of the Ohio Company. 
Some of these works were later destroyed, but the 
Quodronouu, Copitolium, Conus and Sacra Via are 
still present and attest to a prehistoric civilization. 

In September, Marietta ploys host to the Ohio 
River Sternwheel Festival, the event of the year. 
Sternwheelers come from upriver and downriver. 
Crowds gather on the bonks of the Ohio for 
steamboat races, live entertainment, fireworks and to 
pay tribute to the great boat. All events ore free, the 
atmosphere is friendly, and Marietta welcomes you. 

Most of Marietta's motels ore along Highway 7, 
east of the city. We found a good motel on Route 60 
just a few miles north of town. It was convenient for all 
our sight-seeing trips, and if you come by boot, there 
is dockage available there. There ore several bed 
and breakfast accomodations listed, and for 
campers coming to Marietta, Civiton Pork is located 
in Washington County Fairgrounds. 

Interstate 77 approaches Marietta from the 
north, then crosses the Ohio River into West Virginia. 
Highway 7 is o scenic drive along the Ohio River. 
Highway 60 is another scenic drive along the 
Muskingum River. This is the route we took coming 
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f rom Zonesville and con heart i ly recommend it. 
Another scenic opproach is Highway 550, w ind ing 
through hills and passing by app le orchards. 

A circa 1909 view of the Ohio Land Office. Erected in 
1788, it is now a museum and is the oldest frame 
building in Ohio. 

Space does not permit me to tell you all about 
Mar ie t ta . I hove given you many of the highlights and 
attract ions, but there ore many more. I hope I hove 
whet ted your historical/ travel ing appe t i te so that you 
will go and see for yourself, and that you enjoy it as 
much OS we d id . 

If you want to wr i te to the Mar ie t ta Tourist & 
Convention Bureau before you go, the address is 316 
Third Street, Mar ie t ta , Ohio 45750. 

A long-time resident of Sharonville, Loraine Tarmey 

is employed by The Sycamore Messenger /News in 

Montgomery, Ohio. The grandmother of two, in 

addition to writing, also paints and sketches historic 

landmarks, s 
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The Mort/'n H/7/ Covered Bridge serenely awaits its fate. 

Another historic landmark in 
the Ohio Southland is about to 
become a part of our history. 
Earlier this year, the Brown County 
Commissioners made the decision 
to raze the Martin Hill Covered 
Bridge as opposed to repairing the 
ailing structure. Erected circa 1875, 
the bridge is of Multiple Kingpost 
architecture with laminated arches. 
It is located in Huntington Township 
and spans Beetle Creek, a tributary 
of Eagle creek, on Martin Hill Road 

near its junction with Scofield Road. 
The bridge has had structural 

problems in recent years and is 
presently supported on one end by 
temporary cribbing. Even though a 
new structure at this site will cost 
t a x p a y e r s m o r e t h a n an 
overhauling of the covered bridge, 
county officials stressed that the 
present antiquated structure is only 
one lane and has a very restricted 
weight and height limit. 

Current plans call for the 

dismantling of the covered bridge 
this fal l . The structural members 
have been offered to the Brown 
County Historical Society. The 
society has seriously discussed the 
possibility of reconstructing the 
bridge as a tourist attraction but so 
far has been stymied by the 
projected cost of such a project. 

The Martin Hill bridge is one of 
seven covered bridges that still 
grace the highways and byways of 
Brown County. H 
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The Winter issue of Ohio Southland carried 
an article entitled "Clermont County's Goldrush" 
by Randy McNutt. A significant number of readers 
have commented on it expressing interest in this 
subject and wanting to know further details. To 
help satisfy their curiosity, we present the 
following information: 

HISTORY OF CLERMONT COUNTY, OHIO 
1880 

Pages 20, 21 

The existence of gold in the drift of Clermont 
County was first discovered, in 1869, on the farm of 
Robert Wood, near Elk Lick. A short time after its 
discovery, Copt. Glass organized a company, and 
spent between two and three thousand dollars in the 
building of a flume to wash the gravel in which the 
gold was found. After two hundred rods had been 
built a freshet occurred, which washed it all away but 
one section of sixteen feet, from which twenty dollars 
in gold-dust was obtained. 

After this unfortunate circumstance occurred, 
work was discont inued. Other part ies also 
prospected on the same farm and near Batavia, but 
v^ithout success. In April, 1872, John and Joseph 
Dumford obtained fifteen dollars in two hours by 
crevossing on Wissel's Run, in Stonelick township. In 

August of that year the "Stonelick Valley Mining 
Company" was organized. It leased the form of A.J. 
Turner, and commenced to tunnel through the hill 
near his residence from the Possum Hollow side. After 
spending one hundred dollars and penetrating the 
hill about thirty-five feet, it was abandoned. These 
are the only companies that were ever organized to 
develop the Clermont County gold-mines, though 
every ravine and gulch in it has been prospected for 
that precious metal. From one to thirty colors can be 
found in a pan of dirt by crevossing in the beds of any 
of the streams found in the county. 

The most prominent places besides those given 
are on the farms of William Cook, George Smith, and 
demons Groth, in Stonelick township. On the farm of 
the latter, Clinton Hill found a piece worth fifty cents 
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in a pocket in the Erie clay. On the pike leading from 
Batavia to the county infirmary, at the spring east of 
the latter, colors can be found by washing the gravel. 

In a word, the Clermont County gold-fields ore 
wherever you find bowlder or Erie clay and gravel. 
The gold found is very pure, ranging from twenty-two 
to twenty-three carats in fineness, and is what miners 
call " f loat , " that is, gold that has been carried some 
distance from the drift proper by erosion (or the force 
of running water or ice), and deposited in the crevices 
of the rocks in the bed of the streams and the pockets 
or holes in the Erie Clay, wherever that forms the 

bed-rock. Flint-gold has a bright metallic lustre, like 
coins just from the mint. As gold is always found in situ 
with the Primary rocks, of which there are none 
exposed in Clermont County, it becomes on 
undisputed fact that its origin is foreign. 

Though gold is seldom found among our 
northern erratics, there is where it came from, and, in 
fact, all the minerals of Clermont County. William 
Cook and Jasper Dumford each had specimens of 
gold in quartz of great purity, and worth about forty 
cents each. 

^kt 
^Ktxmottf 

BATAVIA, OHIO, WEDNESDAY. OCTOBER 4, 1899. 

St&a^J^ 

L 
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Wll The following from the Lebanon Patriot 
provoke a smile among many of our readers: 

"For many years small amounts of gold have 
been discovered in the region between Afton and 
Williamsburg, in Clermont County. This week the 
property was leased to two California gold men who 
have begun to work on the place. Sluices are now 
being built and as soon as they ore completed work 
will be actively pushed. All the entire region is said to 
be full of minerals. Some time ago William H. Beckett 
while surveying the farm of Hon. Hugh L. Nichols and 
Allen B. Nichols, adjoining this land which is now 
being prospected, was compelled to stop work on 
account of the great attraction for the needle with 
which he was surveying. The two men from California 
are experienced men, and they claim that the country 
is full of minerals. Thirty years ago a professional 
mineralogist, name not now recalled, prospected the 
hills about Elk Lick mill, found gold, mode sluice boxes 
and worked the 'diggings' for some weeks. He didn't 
get rich and went away. Rev. J. L. French, who, later, 
became chief clerk in the office in Washington of the 
second assistant Postmaster General, took up the 
discarded pan of the professor and washed out gold 
enough to make himself a ring, which if he is still 
living, he doubtless yet wears, but persons who have 
anything to do hod better not neglect it to dig gold 
between Afton and Williamsburg in Clermont 
County." a 

5«coo<5occoeocoocoecoococcocooo&scoeo<o<oc<co» I 
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Quiet, Calm, Undisturbed 

by 
Geneva Morrison Elliot 

& 

Lowell M. Duffey 

Come walk wi th me. Come take o stroll a round 
the small community of Tranqui l i ty nestled about one 
mile southeast of the center of Scott Township in 
Adams County, Ohio. The t ime? Wel l , lets soy its 
about 1910, give or take a year or two. A slower t ime, 
you think? A t ime of f ive-miles-on hour buggy rides 
and a scattering of automobi les that ore not much 
faster. A t ime when a man d id wel l to turn an acre of 
sod a day with o good team of horses and a 
moldboard plow. A t ime when every stalk of corn was 
cut by hand and carr ied to the shock; each ear of corn 
was str ipped of its husk by calloused f ingers a n d , 
often, each g ro in of corn was shelled f rom the cob 
by those some f ingers. Slow, perhaps, but things ore 
happening in 1910 a n d when one stands in the midst 
of their occurence, the pace seems quick. The seasons 
pass in a blur reminiscent of the vanishing f l ights of 
passenger pigeons above our heads and a l i fe span 
flicks by like the cascading pages of a wal l ca lendar . 

Because it has not been incorpora ted as a town , 
the name Tranquil i ty stands for an indef in i te a rea . 
Even though in later years the state h ighway 
commission will erect signs to announce the small 
community's existence to travelers, there ore many 
people who hove l ived beyond these state appo in ted 
bounds who are accustomed to c la iming Tranqui l i ty 
OS their residence or b i r thp lace. So, where will we 
beg in ourst ro l l? Right here is o good a place as any, 
the intersection of the grave l road f rom the Foirview 
Church with the North Liberty - Marb le Furnace Pike. 
From this point, we con look northwest to just beyond 
the bend in the grave l rood where stands the Viers 
house. On the heights fa r ther to the north is the I.N. 
Smith p lace. The Smiths, long t ime gone, will be 
rep laced by the Dick Strickletts whose daughters . 
Garne t and Foye, wil l marry , respectively, Delbert 
Troutmon and Charles Paul, and live and rear their 
fami l ies in Seaman. As we stand here, Elmer, Edd 
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and Charlie Viers and several of their friends come 
down the gravel road on their way "downtown". A 
short time ago, they found a rusty, loaded revolver 
down on the bonks of George's Creek. They ore 
cocking it and pulling the trigger. In o few hours, they 
will narrowly escape disaster when it discharges into 
the air near one of their heads. 

As we walk down the pike toward the United 
Presbyterian Church, we come upon two small 
houses. The first, a small four-room building, is very 
new having only recently been constructed by 
James (Jim) Duffey for Margaret (Maggie) Smith. The 

McCullough but it is unoccupied and is used only as 
form and pasture land. An old log barn sits down in 
the field behind the Maggie Smith place. But soon, 
near the born, Sanford's son John and his wife Lino 
will build a stately homestead and plot o lone which 
skirts the cemetery and meets the pike near the 
church. The carpenters will be Jim Duffey and P. 
Leslie Duffey. John, with the help of Glatis Aldridge 
and Carl Duffey, will haul from Seaman by teams 
and wagons the lumber and other building 
materials used in the construction. John Dodds will 
pour the concrete for the central driveway of the 

( ^ V ( ^ T V ^ T < ^ ^ l ^ X ^ T < ^ 5 t ^ T V ^ ^ * ^ ^ < ^ V ^ > X ^ V ^ ^ V ^ > t ^ V ^ n 

>ŷ  
The Tranquility United 
Presbyterian Church in 
1909. The parsonage or 
manse, is seen in the 
background. 
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cost of its construction was about four hundred 
dollars. When she first come to Tranquility, Maggie 
lived in o small building which hod served as the 
office for Dr. Erostus Montieth Gaston. In her new 
house near the church, she will live for over twenty-
five years, gardening and tending her goats which 
graze about her yard and along the pike. The next 
house is o bit older, but in excellent repair. It is the 
parsonage, the home of the Reverend Horace Robb 
and his wife, Martha. Behind the house is a small 
orchard and garden. With the Robbs ore their two 
daughters, Lucille and Nancy Kincaid. In about five 
years from now, Kincaid will marry Walter McClellan. 
Unfortunately, Walter will die young and Kincaid will 
rear their six children to near adulthood in this fair 
place. 

Behind the Maggie Smith place and the 
Parsonage lies a large tract of land which extends 
southeastward down the ridge above George's 
Creek. Now, this land is owned by Sonford 

barn. John, Lina, and their daughter, Louise, will live 
here until the early 1930s. About a year after on 
accident with his Fordson tractor, John passes owoy 
and, shortly after, the McCullough name on the land 
is replaced bythe Johnl. Cornelius family of Flat Run. 

Across the pike from the church is a narrow lone 
which curves around the crest of a small cliff and 
spring to the home of Wallace Arrosmith and his wife, 
Mollie. The old brick house in which they live was built 
about 1840 by Captain John Thomas Wilson. 

Let us go in and visit the church and graveyard. 
Con you hear children's voices? It is the Easter Season 
ond, as we round the church, we see Mrs. Robb and 
the children lining up with their baskets of Easter 
eggs to have their picture token. We turn toward the 
cemetery. The impressive Wilson tombstone and the 
toll Guthrie obelisk catch our attention first. Then, as 
we wander among the burial sites, we encounter 
many who served with Wilson during the Civil War, 
such OS John A. McCreight who passed owoy only a 
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few years ago on the 12th of September , 1904. We 
also f ind graves of our ancestors and graves of 
soldiers of ear l ier wars, the W a r of 1812 and the 
Amer ican Revolut ionary War . Then we recognize 
how long this litt le val ley has been inhabi ted by men 
of European or ig in . 

But enough of graves and somber thoughts. It's 
down the steep hill we go, into the valley of Georges 
Creek, to the hear t of this thr iv ing place which, we 
ore to ld , got its name because the merchant John T. 
Wilson needed on address for his goods and moi l . At 
the foot of the hill and to our left stands the relat ively 
new Bloir house, truly a mansion compared to the 
other houses in town. This house was built only about 
four years ago , in 1906, by W. A. Bloir and his son, 
Spencer Wilson Blair who, by the way, goes by the 
nickname "Benny" . I hove forgot ten the name of the 
carpenters but I do know that Wi lbur Duffey carr ied 
and he lped lay the slate roof. Behind the house is the 
l a rge bonk barn and next to the creek on a tol l rock 
founda t ion is a two-story f ramed bui ld ing used for 
s torage. Nearby is the small house in which slabs of 
ice, insulated with sowdust, are kept throughout 
much of the year. 

So much for these lesser bui ld ings. W h o t w e o r e 
here to see is the Tranqui l i ty Store. The bui ld ing and 
land is now owned by "Benny" Bloir. But the business, 
o distinct and separate entity, has been passed along 
f rom merchont to merchant over many years. Old 
timers tell us "The Store" began about 1832 when 
John T. Wilson rented o room a t t h e stone dwel l ing of 
John A. and Mar tha H. Smiley. After a very short t ime 
a t th is locat ion, Wilson built a log structure which now 
forms one end of the Wal lace Arrosmith house. Here, 
he l ived and kept his store. Apparent ly , he prospered 
signif icantly for about 1840 he a d d e d o large brick 
structure where he cont inued his mercanti le business. 
Down th rough the years, the stock was owned by a 
pair named Silcott and Mathews, W. A. Bloir, and 
Oscar Ten er. During the Blair ownership, the location 
of the store was changed to o bu i ld ing located in the 
lot between his new house and Georges Creek. Only 
a few months ago , Oscar Tener sold the business to 
Angel Delbert Morrison. 

Delbert Morrison is marr ied to the former Anno 
El izabeth Duffey. Delbert and Anno hove two lively 
l itt le girls, Geneva and Genevieve. When the 
Morrisons first come to the Tranqui l i ty community, 
they l ived on a fo rm located about o mile up Georges 
Creek f rom the crossing. Delbert is an excellent 
carpenter and he also opera ted a huckster wagon 
d r o w n by a span of mules. Parenthetical ly, we should 
a d d tha t Anno Morrison and Oscar Tener ore cousins 
a n d Delbert is o ha l f -bro ther of M a g g i e Smith whose 

house we passed before descending the Church Hill. 

Now, Delbert a n d his fami ly live in the residence 

owned earl ier by Dr. Erostus Mont ieth Gaston. 

As we stroll up to enter the store, we first step up 

onto the f ront porch which extends across the entire 

storefront. A rai l extends across the f ront of the porch 

John 7. W/7son, 787 7-7897 Soldier, statesman and 
philanthropist. He gave the name ''Tranquility" to his 
country store and residence in 1832. 

for ty ing horses. On either side of the double front 
doors ore benches for the local polit icians and 
intel l igent io who gather in the evenings for cheese 
and crackers and conversat ion. As we step through 
the doors, we ore impressed by the var iety of the 
merchandise. In the words of Geneva Morrison Elliott, 
wri t ten many years later, "You could buy anything 
f rom needlesto a mustache cup . " Along the right side 
ore the groceries, shelves l oaded with corn meal , 
beans, cof fee, barrels of f lour and crackers, and a 
counter. One end of the counter contains a cose 
housing Geneva's great tempta t ion , a variety of 
c a n d i e s i n c l u d i n g s t i c k s o f h o r e h o u n d , 
" j awbreake rs " , and peppermin t " lozengers . " Near 
the victuals are the scales, the cof fee gr inder and the 
tobacco cutter. Besides cigars and pouches, the 
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tobacco comes shaped in long plugs, each b randed 
by tin stars or horseshoes, and crossed by o crease 
about every two and one-hal f inches. The cutter is 
used to cut the creased plugs into manageab le 
lengths for the consumers. 

Behind the grocery section is another small room 
where shoes for all the fami ly are on sole. There ore 
rubber and felt boots for men and boys and shiney 
block leather foot wear with glossy block buttons for 
girls and ladies. Pants and jackets ore stacked on 
tables. Also, on the r ight behind the grocery counter 
is o large room where merchandise is stored and 
unpacked. Two la rge metal barrels with pumps on 
top contain the supply of cool oil and gasoline. A 
wooden borrel to receive butter token in t rade sits in 
the corner. And there are coses of eggs. 

On the left side of the store, opposite the 
groceries, are the dry goods. Here o f fe red for sole 
ore th read , buttons, stockings and socks, pants, and 
other wear ing appa re l . On the left side also are 
dishes, lamps, pictures and the Post Off ice counter. 
Shortly, the Post Off ice section will be moved to the 
bock of the moin room. 

Up the stairs is o la rge room almost f i l led with 
"ant iques." Some of these old things ore clothing now 
out of style: shawls, l itt le hots with r ibbons to be t ied 
underthe chin, high top button shoes, men's celluloid 
collars and cuffs, high silk hots, spots, and samples of 
black lace. There ore kid hol f -honders, ladies gloves 
with about one inch cut off all the f ingers and thumbs. 
Some china dolls with black hair and cheeks pa in ted 
pink still lie in their boxes. And here in the middle of 
the f loor, with the boxes of these old treasures 
opened and before her, is Geneva, p lay ing in o 
child's moke bel ieve wo r l d , dressing up in the f inery 
of yesteryear, the Belle of Tranquil i ty in 1910. 

The store is heated by o la rge , pot-bel l ied stove. 
Around it a r e cha i rs a n d sp i t toons a n d o 
checke rboa rd . Today , W i l b y E lmore , who is 

supposed to be the clerk on duty, and "Chick" Gaston 
are locked in combat , both down to two checkers 
each and Wi lby moving back and for th in a double 
corner. On other occasions, the clerks have been 
Gi lbert Smiley and Edward McKee Duffey. 

Hove you seen enough? Wel l , don' t fo rget this 
pleasant scene for, in but two short years, it will 
d isappear . On the night of the sixth of September, 
1912 (Delbert Morrison's b i r thday) , the Tranqui l i ty 
store will burn to the g round . People f rom all ove r the 
v i l lage and surrounding areas will hasten to the 
scene. Some men, clad only in their underwear and 
carry ing their pants over the i r a rm, will run to see the 
blaze and to help rescue the contents. Spectators wil l 
come f rom Seaman and f rom all a round . A bucket 
b r i gade will form between Georges Creek and the 
burn ing store, bu t t o no ava i l . The exp lod ing shotgun 
shells and barrels of cool oil and gasol ine will thri l l 
the crowds. The bui ld ing and oil its contents will 
d isappear. Even the little doll that Luro Cornelius, 
now only four years o ld , hod seen and asked her 
fa ther to buy for her will burn . The only pieces to 
survive the f ire will be a sugar bowl and cream 
pitcher which Geneva Morrison will f ind a month 
af ter the f ire and will keep her l i fe long as momentos 
of her dreams at ploy in the upstairs room of the 
Tranquil i ty Store. 

The small amount of insurance that will be pa id 
wil l not cover the loss f rom the f i re . The cause of the 
f i re will never be de te rmined , but people wil l hove 
their suspicions. Shortly before one suspect dies, he 
will say that he would feel much better if he could just 
see Mr. Morrison and give him two thousand dol lars. 
However, the Morrisons, in November af ter the f i re , 
will leave Tranqui l i ty to try their luck in Kansas. The 
gross eventual ly will grow over the old store site and 
it wil l remain undisturbed until a f ter 1937 when 
Delbert West wil l buy the Bloir house and land a n d , 
near the or ig inal spot, will erect and opera te another 
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version of the Tranaui l i ty Store. 

Leaving the store, lets walk no r thward by the 

g rave l rood which fol lows the val ley of Georges 

Creek to its connection wi th the Paint Rood. Only o 

hundred yards or so a long this g rave l rood we come 

to the home of James F and Emma Wr ight . James is 

the v i l l a g e b lacksmi th a n d he goes by the 

appe lo t i on , " D a d d y " Wr igh t . He is a th ick-bodied 

man with a whi te b e a r d . Emma is his second wi fe . In 

his youth. Daddy Wr igh t grew up on Poplar Ridge, on 

i r regu lar set of hills that twists northwestward f rom 

near Lowshe and forms the heights to the west of 

Little East Fork and the Twin Bridges. He found his first 

w i fe . Anno El izabeth Floreo, in the Lowshe area and 

notice as we walk closer, no sound can be hea rd . As 
we app roach the open door of his shop, a gruesome 
scene meets our eyes. There, ly ing on his back with 
arms f lung wide to his sides is the v i l lage blacksmith. 
His g lazed and seemingly lifeless eyes store without 
emotion into space and b rown , tobacco-stained 
saliva drools f rom the corner of his mouth and onto 
his neck and the f loor. Near his r ight arm lies his old 
shotgun. The whole arrest ing scene, concocted to 
convey the impression that only a few minutes ago 
Daddy Wr igh t took his own l i fe, is convincing to the 
un in i t ia ted . But you and I, hav ing heard of this old 
fel low's pranks, know we must hand le this incident 
del icately, for we never know when we may need him 

A circa 1900 photo of the old 
Gaston stone house, erected in 
1802 by pioneer Joseph Gaston. 
Overlooking Georges Creek, it 
remains standing today, one of 
the oldest stone structures in Ohio. 

Eorl "Pete" Gaston 

marr ied her on the 20th of November, 1873. James 
and Anno had two chi ldren, John Edgar and Eva 
Moe El izabeth. James and Anno at first l ived on 
Poplar Ridge, reared their fami ly there, and James 
ope ra ted a blacksmith shop. Later, they moved to 
Tranqui l i ty a n d , there, in 1905, Anno d ied . After a 
few years, he morr ied Emma Wosson. 

Daddy Wr igh t is o much-loved pi l lar of the 
community. Chi ldren go ing to and f rom the Upper 
Georges Creek School l inger at his shop to watch him 
shoe horses, to look into the f iery hell of his fo rge as 
he pumps the bel lows, and see the br i l l iant sparks fly 
OS his hammer strikes the cherry-red metal on the 
anvi l . Daddy is o ha rd , d i l igent , and inventive 
worker ; he also has o mischievous sense of humor. 
And I think he is abou t to indu lge in some of his 
mischief. Usually, as one approaches Daddy's shop, 
one hears the r ing ing sounds of metal on metal but. 

to d raw out on ax head or shoe a horse. We bend 
down over him and softly whisper God's blessing on 
this f ine mon. Then, with a promise that we'l l get 
word to Emma, Reverend Robb and Jim Cornelius, 
the under taker , we hasten to get on our way. Maybe 
his eyel id f lutters o twi tch but , now, the act is so 
realistic that even Jim Cornelius possibly would begin 
to measure Daddy for his lost suit of clothes. Before 
we leave, we g r a b up o bucket of water and pour it 
on the f i re in the fo rge . My wink informs you that we 
can't risk the possibility of a f i re start ing f rom on 
unat tended fo rge. 

Approx imate ly one hundred yards on up the 
rood , a n d to the r ight , is the lone to the David 
McCreight f o r m . Living here now are David's son, 
Orr ie, and Orrie's w i fe , Jessie Leach McCreight. Orrie 
is a g rea t fancier of good d ra f t horses and keeps 
several , oil fa t and neat ly cur r ied. For many years. 
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Orrie and Jessie wil l be childless but , late in l i fe , they 

have one son, DeLoss McCreight. DeLoss will remain 

on the fami ly f o rm for many years and wil l marry 

Violet Little. 

Near the McCreiaht lane but on the other side of 
the rood is another lane which crosses Georges 

Creek and ascendsthe steep slope on the west side of 
the valley. At the top is the farmstead of Charles 
("Chick") Gaston and his w i fe , Alice. Charl ie and 
Alice have four ch i ldren, Paul, Earl , Max , and Grace. 
The Gaston fo rm on which they live has been credi ted 
with having one of the oldest occupied houses in the 
Tranquil ity a rea . The old stone house near the farm's 
northern end is said to hove been constructed in 1802 
by one of the ear ly settlers, Joseph Gaston. The 
succession of Gaston heads of fami ly , beg inn ing with 
Joseph's son, are James, Dav id , Dr. Erostus Mont ieth 
Gaston, and Charles. The Gaston name will persist at 
this place until about 1930 when a new owner named 
Manfred Anderson will arr ive. 

A short distance fur ther up the rood , perhaps 
another one hundred yards f rom the McCreight lone 
and on the east side of the Georges Creek val ley, is 
the household of John Steel and Hatt ie (McClel lan) 
Smiley. Steele and Hatt ie ore just about newlyweds 
for they were mar r ied only last Thanksgiving Day, 
1909. Before their mar r i age , Steele hod constructed 
a neat, wel l -propor t ioned fa rm house. He enlisted 
two of his neighbors, Wi lbur and Carl Duffey, to mix 
and carry the plaster tha t was spread on its walls. In 
time, Steele and Hatt ie will rear their four chi ldren 
here, Mob le , Hazel , Ol ive and James. The Smileys 
are innately industrious people. A l ready, they hove 
acquired a s teom-powered tractor and hove used it 
to power their sawmil l . 

Beyond the Steele Smiley place, perhaps two 
hundred yards on up the rood on the some side, is the 
Smiley homeplace, now occupied by Edd Smiley, 
Steele's brother. We are now about three-quarters of 
a mile, perhaps a bit more, f rom Morrison's Tranqui l i ty 

Store and the North L iber ty-Marble Furnace Pike. For 
many years, in fact as late as 1880, here is where the 
rood ascending Georges Creek ended a n d here also 
is the beginning of the Paint Rood. Now, however, 
the Georges Creek rood continues up the creek a 
ways before turning northeastward toward Flat Run. 
The Point Road ascends the steep slope on the east 
side of Georges Creek, passes within several yards of 
the Smiley house, and continues nor theastward 
across the Smiley fo rm and on toward Point Creek 
and Chil l icothe. The first Smiley on this land was 
A lexander , a nat ive of Vi rg in ia. A lexander a n d his 
wi fe Rachel hod about f ive chi ldren, one of whom 
was named John A. Smiley, also born in V i rg in ia . At 
first, the Smileys occupied a log home but ear ly in the 
1800s they replaced it with a house of l imestone 
construction, similar to but la rger than the Joseph 
Gaston stone house. In 1832, John A. and Mar tha H. 
Smiley with their first two chi ldren, Mathew a n d 
Mary , occupied this o ld stone house. It was also in 
1832 tha t John T. Wilson rented a room f rom the 
Smileys and began his mercanti le business beside the 
Point Rood. The Smiley house is spacious but , even at 
tha t , it must hove been o t ight f i t to accomodate 
Wilson and his enterprise with the growing Smiley 
fami ly . It is possible the c rowded conditions as well as 
Wilson's prosperity induced him that some year to 
bui ld his log structure far ther down Georges Creek. 
Another possibility is Wilson may hove observed that 
t ravel on the Point Rood was diminishing and tha t the 
Marb le Furnace - North Liberty Pike o f fe red a busier 
t h o r o u g h f a r e a n d g rea te r oppor tun i t y for his 
mercanti le endeavors. Before we leave this hostoric 
site, it would be well for us to note that John Steele 
Smiley, whose home we passed a short whi le a g o , is a 
grandson of John A. and Mar tha H. Smiley. 

Whi le we' re in these environs, there is one other 
place we should visit. We retrace our steps a ways, 
then cross Georges Creek and up a litt le hill to the 
Upper Georges Creek School. Today is visitor's day so 
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it is qui te app rop r i a te for us to be here. The teacher, put t ing shoes on Jim O. McCreight 's mare . As we 

Orvi l le Peterson, wil l be happy to hove on audience pass, he looks up f rom his work a n d , o bit bashful ly, 

be fore which his ta len ted pupils will demonstrate waves his g ree t ing . 
their skills at c ipher ing , r ead ing , spell ing and Bock at the p ike, we cross the litt le covered 
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Upper Georges 
Creek/ Tranquility 
School circa 1915. 
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elocut ion. As we enter and join the other guests 
seated o t t h e bock of the room, Horry Wil l iamson and 
Louise McCul lough ore at the boa rd work ing out the 
sum of a column of e igh t th ree dig i t numbers. Neither 
of them "peck the b o a r d " but, instead, cipher in their 
heads. They quickly wri te the answer and turn to face 
their classmates. Both answer correctly but Louise 
finishes a split second before Harry. Horry now steps 
down and Grace Gaston takes his place. And so, in 
ro ta t ion , pairs of students vie with one another and 
the last one standing at the end of the process is the 
t op cipher for the day . As the demonstrat ions 
cont inue, we hear Sylvia Glasgow recite f rom 
memory Gray's Elegy in a Country Churchyard and 
Max Gaston's rendit ion of The Eagle by Percival. 
Wi th the close of activities, teacher, students and 
guests ossemble outside on the sunny side of the 
bu i ld ing to pose for o picture. We' l l forego this 
pleasure and be on our way bock to town. One of the 
guests. Wil l Snedoker, offers us a r ide on his spring 
w a g o n . As we pass down the hill f rom the school, we 
pass the lone which leads up to the old stone Gaston 
house. It is now occupied by the Budrick (Bud) 
McClel lan fami ly . Bud is the fa ther of Hatt ie Smiley 
and Wal te r McClel lan as wel l as Bert ram, George 
and John McClel lan. In retracing our steps back to the 
center of t o w n , we must pass the blacksmith shop. 
Much to our rel ief. Daddy has recovered and is 

b r i dge and turn down the creek on a nar row gravel 
r ood . Some years a g o , this rood d ive rged f rom the 
pike near the store, f o r d e d the creek below the 
b r i dge , a n d then fo l l owed George's Creek to its 
confluence with the West Fork of Brush Creek near 
Lowshe. During the midd le 1800s, moil was del ivered 
by horse bock a long this route to the first post off ice 
at Tranqui l i ty . This post of f ice was run by John 
McCreight. Old timers here point to a slit in the door of 
Sonford McCullough's coff in shop and remark that 
here was Tranquil i ty 's first post of f ice. Now, however, 
the lower port ion of the George's Creek rood has 
litt le usage, trees hove g rown in the r ight of way, and 
its upper port ion serves as on out let for only f ive 
famil ies near Tranqui l i ty. 

The first residence that we come to on the lower 
George's Creek rood is tha t of Robert Porter and Amy 
(Jones) Duffey. Amy calls him "Du f f ey " . Porter and 
Amy ore childless bu t t hey have p rov ided a home for 
Amy's nephew, C laude Jones, who wil l leave for the 
West a n d , it is said, will become o minister. In his early 
years in Tranqui l i ty , Porter was employed by John T. 
Wilson. He also cored for him when Wilson was in his 
old age . Now, Porter is 60 years of age and he has 
d e v e l o p e d o serious il lness ca l l ed " c r e e p i n g 
para lys is" by his doctor, J. W. Irwin. Porter is a big 
man , abou t 200 pounds, whi le Amy is but a wisp of a 
woman . In spite of her small size, she lifts him and 
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cares for him. Porter wi l l pass owoy in ear ly summer 
of 1915 and Amy will leave Tranqui l i ty to live near 
relatives at Kokomo, Ind iana. 

Next, a f ter the Porter Duffeys, is the home of 
Sonford A. McCul lough. Sonford is o Civil W a r 
Veteron serving first in Company G, 129th Regiment 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry a n d , later, in Company H, 
173rd Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. Sonford is a 
prosperous landowner and highly respected citizen 
of Adams County. Dur ing a por t of his l i fe , he served 
OS an under taker and mode coffins in a small shop 
quite close to his house. One peculiar trai t of his 
during his under tak ing days was saving the empty 
boxes which hod conta ined coff in handles and 
storing these in the attic over his kitchen. Sonford also 
was an executor of the John T. Wilson estate and o 
Trustee for the Wilson Chi ldren's Home. Af ter 
returning f rom the war , he marr ied Or leno A. 
McCreight. Living with Sonford and Or leno ore their 
son and d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w , John E. a n d Lino 
McCullough. Or lena dies sometime before Sonford 
and, in his late days, he wil l be jo ined by his sister, 
Hodossah (Dossie) McCul lough. In the f ront ya rd of 
the McCullough place stands o "weep ing spruce", 
one of the variet ies of Norway spruce not nat ive to 
this area. A l ready , it stands over thirty feet ta l l a n d , 
when it at lost wil l reach matur i ty and hove to be 
removed in the 1950s, it wi l l have over 110 growth 
rings and stand as to l l as the dep th of the George's 
Creek valley. 

Farther down George's Creek is the fa rm of 
John Andrew and Sarah Arobe l le (Kearfott) Duffey. 
Andrew is a brother to Porter, whose home we visited 
0 moment ago . Many people call him " A n d y " but a 
few of his close f r iends coll him " J u d g e " , a f ter his 
habit of f requent ly pref ix ing a statement with the 
words " I j udge . . . " . Andy and Belle's four boys, 
Charles Wi lbur , John Vernon, Wi l l iam Car l , and 
Joseph Clem help wi th the f a rm ing and of ten work 
out by the day . For a t ime, Vernon also served as 
sexton at the United Presbyterian Church but , now, 
he is a b o u t t o be consumed by o mal ignancy tha t wi l l 
claim his l i fe. Lost year , o lump a p p e a r e d o t t h e base 
of his neck and his doctor , O. B. Kirkpotr ick of Cherry 
Fork, a r r a n g e d for him to be t rea ted by a surgeon 
from Cincinnati . The g rowth was removed dur ing an 
operat ion which was pe r fo rmed in the Duffey 
farmhouse but , now in the summer of 1910, Vernon is 
expe r i enc ing severe a b d o m i n a l p a i n . He is 
continuing to f o r m but he must cul t ivate the corn with 
a horse and double-shovel p low because work ing this 
way is less pa in fu l than using the r id ing cult ivator 
which jolts him. On his b i r thday, November 16, all of 
his f r iends a n d ne ighbors wil l send a shower of cords 

and will visit him. Each card will carry the signature of 

the sender and a wr i t ten message. One cord wil l 

carry the words: 

"Dear Friend, 

This is o token of our r ega rd for you, a h a p p y 
b i r thday. 

Your little f r iends. 
Max and Earl Gas ton" 

Another typical message will r ead : 
" M y dear boy. 
May you be spared to enjoy much of the coming 

year. 
Be good , be brave, be true for we are all 

thinking and pray ing earnestly for you. 

'Benny' " 

On the 10th of January, he will d ie . His mother wi l l 

say of him tha t she could start out wi th him on a bo re 

rock and moke a good l iv ing. 
Farther down the creek, across the val ley f rom 

the Duffey f o r m , is the Tillison place. Her husband 
deceased. Bell Tillison now lives a lone. A t t h e end of 
the usable port ion of the George's Creek road is the 
fo rm of Robert S. and Rebecca Gaston. Bob a n d 
Becky hove two chi ldren, Nell ie and Clarence. Both 
Nellie and Clarence at tend Lower George's Creek 
School. Nellie will marry Joseph Ellis and live in 
Greenv i l le , Ohio . Clarence has had d i f f i cu l ty 
learn ing at school a n d , whi le he acquires on abi l i ty to 
read and count, he wil l g row to manhood unab le to 
ga in the skills for on independent l i fe. Some parents 
will not a l low their chi ldren to associate wi th 
Clarence. After the deaths of his parents and the 
depar tu re of his sister, Clarence wil l subsist a long for 
nearly f ive years. Of ten twice a day , he will walk 
without purpose to McCalls' Store at Tranqui l i ty and 
to the Duffey home, or to Elliott's Store at Lowshe. His 
fear of catching his chimney or f i re prevents him f rom 
keeping his house w a r m , even dur ing the cold of 
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winter. In later winter of 1937, Clarence will become 
afflicted with pneumonia and, belatedly, he will be 
institutionalized at Athens, Ohio. There, he will live 
out his life with only on occasional contact with his 
family and his neighbors. 

We now retrace our steps bock to the North 
Liberty Marble Furnace Pike and begin our climb, 
westward, up the slope of the valley. About one 
hundred yards west of the bridge is the home of 
Jonas and Bell Elmore. Jonas and Bell hove four 
children named Myrtle, Charley, Carrie and Wilby. 
Bell is a sister of Maggie Smith and a half-sister of 
Delbert Morrison. Next to the Elmores, on the same 

good clothes to wear. Anno Morrison got wind of oil 
these proceedings and, being o determined woman, 
said she would see to it that Anno Chambers could 
attend her mother's funeral. So, she bought o new 
outfit of clothes and got money for the train ride to 
Columbus, where Anno Chambers' relatives met her. 
When she returned, she was very grateful for what 
Mrs. Morrison hod done for her, and she talked 
about how pretty her mother looked in her casket. In 
o few more years. Alma Walker will die and, o few 
years later after her death. Dove remarries, this time 
to Sarah McColl, sister of Jim, Alfred, and Billy 
McColl, oil of whom will come to Tranquility in o few 
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The scenic Tranquility Covered Bridge graced the hamlet from its construction in 1864 to its demolition in 1942. 

side of the pike, is the home of Dave and Alma 
Walker. Dove ond Alma hove a son named Ivan 
Walker who is grown and has left Tranquility. They 
o lsomakeohomeforo 15-year old girl named Anno 
Chambers. Anna's mother, confined to the asylum at 
Columbus, died recently and this has mode it 
necessary that some spontaneous preparations be 
mode for getting Anna to her mother's funeral. Anno 
hod not seen her mother for a long time. At first, Almo 
Walker said the girl just could not go because there 
was no money to send her and because she hod no 

years. 
Beside the Walker house, at the bend in the 

pike, is a low, barn-like building. In o corner, nearthe 
door, is a disintegrating pile of dressed stones which 
originally formed the forge of a blacksmith, now all 
but forgotten. About twenty yards on up the pike is 
the Delbert Morrison house. This pleasant house, like 
the McCullough place, is graced by a planting of 
"weeping spruce". In the post, this house was the 
abode of Dr. Erostus Montieth Gaston. The small 
building at its side served as the doctor's office but. 
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Shelby's Cornet Band as photographed circa 1910 on the porch of the Dr. E.M. Gaston home. Seated left to 
right: Dennis Seaton, William Shelby, OIlie McCreight, Edward Peterson, Maggie Shelby. Standing left to 
right: Vernon McCreight, Jimmie Williams, John Shelby, Ora McCreight, Luther Campbell, Oscar McCullough, 
Blanch Montgomery, Harve Peterson, Frank Wasson, Delia Shelby, Harry McCreight. 
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more recently, it has been used as the mil l inery shop 
and residence of Magg ie Smith. Because these 
buildings sit on the side of o steep slope, they are 
mounted on tol l foundat ions of dressed limestone 
and a stone reta in ing wal l encloses the ya rd . 

About twenty- f ive yards on up the pike f rom the 
Morrison place is o small, g rave l led lone which runs 
northwest for a few yards. This lone branches, the 
right branch go ing to the house of Frank and Lola 
Bloir ond the left branch going to the home of Ralph 
and Moe McCreight . Frank and Lola Bloir, a long 
with several other fami l ies, c learly personify the 
pr iv i leged doss of Tranqui l i ty in 1910. Lola hires o 
girl to help wi th household chores and her house is 
one of the first to be lit by carb ide lamps which burn 
acetylene tha t is genera ted by d ropp ing pieces of 
calcium carb ide in water . Frank Bloir is comparat ively 
well-to-do and builds a small f rame bui ld ing which, 
for many generat ions of Tranqui l i ty inhabi tants, will 
be known as " the o f f i ce" . In this " o f f i c e " Frank 
attempts, unsuccessfully, to found a bonk. After 
Frank's dea th , Lola persists for a short t ime at her 
Tranquil i ty home bu ta , by the end of the 1920s, she 
will be l iving beneith the north wal l of Red Mounta in 
in Birmingham, A l a b a m a . 

The Ralph and M o e McCreight house is a small, 
sensible farmhouse lacking in any pretensions or 
conveniences. They live there with their daughters. 
Ado, but soon they will ret ire to Seaman. Their f o rm 
will come to be the home of Wal ter and Kincaid 
McClellan. 

Near the crest of the hi l l , p roceed ing 
southwestword f rom Tranqui l i ty, is the house of Ralph 
McCreight's brother . Holler. Like his brother. Holler 
McCreight will soon leave Tranqui l i ty for Seaman. 
Some of the McCreight land will be a d d e d to the 
Duffey fa rm but the most of it will come into the hands 
of Wi l l iam (Bill) Shelby and his w i fe , Zett ie. In Holler's 
late years at Seaman, he will meet the trains with his 

noisy, i ronwheeled cart which he uses to transport the 
moil to and from the post off ice. 

The Shelby fami ly is unique for its musical 
talents. Bill and Zettie's chi ldren leorn to play musical 
instruments while they ore at on early age , and with 
their fa ther , John, Del ia, Marga re t and Frank, all 
per form in the Shelby Coronet Band. John does not 
morry. Delia will marry Oliver Campbe l l , Ma rga re t 
will marry Otis Knechtly, and Frank will marry Thelmo 
McCormick. 

The last place that we wil l visit as we tour the 
Tranqui l i ty a rea is the Setty f a r m . The lone to this 
fo rm turns to the r ight of f the pike abou t 50 yards 
beyond the crest of the hill to the west of the v i l lage. 
Back in the late 1800s, this land was owned by Jesse 
McCreight ; in a few short years, it wil l change hands 
aga in and become the homestead of James (Jim) Orr 
and Mabe l (Wal lace) Wil l iams. Our purpose in 
looking in on this f a rm is to look into the fu ture when 
the Wil l iams fami ly wi l l make their contr ibut ion to the 
Tranqui l i ty scene. Jim Wil l iams spent his boyhood on 
a f o rm near the south end of Nichols Ridge Road. He 
and his sister, Alice, a t tended Lower George's Creek 
school. In t ime, however, both came to the Tranqui l i ty 
a rea Alice to become the wi fe of John Irwin 
Cornelius who wil l take the John McCul lough f a r m , 
and Jim to marry M a b e l Wal lace and live here on the 
Setty f a rm . During the late Teens and Twenties, Jim 
and M a b e l wil l rear their four ch idren, W i l l a r d , 
Robinette, Robert and Jean. As they ma tu red , 
Wi l l a rd became e n g a g e d in the trucking business at 
Seaman, Robinette became a school teacher in the 
Seaman Public Schools special izing in the th i rd g r a d e 
and Robert moved to Mich igan where he m a n a g e d a 
stock farm for a weal thy industrialist. 

This is the end of our stroll th rough the 
Tranqui l i ty of 1910. One of the truths that has 
presented itself dur ing this brief contact is tha t the 
people who l ived here met the problems of l iving and 
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dy ing by a lways standing together , by coming to one 
another 's a i d . Another point very much in evidence is 
the transient nature of the place. The faces change 
each year , the names change on the land a n d , for 
the most por t , each steward of the land tries to pass it 
on to the next, improved and more product ive. But 
perhaps most impor tant ly , we see it as o happy 
p lace, o place with a shal low, meander ing stream 
f l anked by c lean, smooth-barked sycamores, a place 
with b lackberry and raspberry vines hanging ful l of 
f ru i t , o place wi thout clashes of personalit ies and 
ambi t ions. We like to think that when John T. Wilson 
chose the name Tranqui l i ty, he d id more than name o 
communi ty , he endowed o place with an at t i tude of 
personal conduct. That at t i tude has served us wel l . 
Let's take this walk aga in , sometime, for it infects us 
like a virus, ever reproduc ing , occasionally chang ing, 
gu id ing each generat ion that touches this place. 

Geneva Morrison Elliott was born in 1902 near 
Tranquility, her father operating the general store in 
the village. Most of her life has been spent in the 
Oxford-Hamilton, Ohio area. A number of years ago, 
she began writing a collection of stories, many of 

which pertain to her early childhood. One of these 

stories, enhtled "As I Remember Tranquility," served 

as the nucleus about which this article was composed. 

Lowell Myers Duffey was also born and raised 

near Tranquility. Besides having strong interests in 

genealogy and history, he is Professor of Biology at 

Jacksonville State University in Alabama. There, he 

instructs in the area of general zoology and cellular 

and developmental biology. He and Geneva share a 

common ancestor, Francis Duffey, their great, great 

grandfather. 
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Book Review 

"One picture is worth a thousand words. " And to 
prove t h a t o l d a x i o m , t he S o u t h e r n O h i o 
Genealogical Society has recently publ ished o large 
volume ent i t led. Photo Album Highland County, 
Ohio and subt i t led. Picture collection of Yesteryears 
in Highland County, Ohio. 

Over 270 photographs ore contained in this new 
publication, photocopied f rom Depression-era copies 
of the News-Herald, a now-defunct newspaper which 
was pr inted in Hil lsboro. During the 1930s, the News-
Herald publ ished numerous old photographs of 
various subjects per ta in ing to Highland County. As 
con be guessed, o signif icant number of the photos 
ore school g r o u p s bu t these o re p ro fuse l y 
intermingled with fami ly portrai ts, street scenes, 
church and sport groups, choirs, pioneer homesteads. 

Civil W a r units and brass bonds. More than 6,400 
entries ore listed in the index. 

It must be remembered that this collection is 
photocopied from old newspapers so qual i ty of the 
reproductions range f rom good to poor. Despite this. 
Photo Album Highland County, Ohio con be an 
important tool for the serious as well as casual 
genealogist or fami ly historian. Perhaps you might 
discover on unknown photograph of g reat g r a n d d a d 
in this fascinating new book. This reviewer d id . 

Photo Album Highland County, Ohio includes 
285 pages, complete name index and soft cover. 
Price $21.50 postpaid. Ohio residents a d d $1.10 
soles t a x . O r d e r f r o m the S o u t h e r n O h i o 
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 414, Hillsboro, Ohio 
4 5 1 3 3 . S 

PRATHER'S 
IGA 

107 E. Walnut St. West Union, Ohio 

PHONE: 513-544-2643 

FULL SERVICE DELI/BAKERY 

Party Trays — Baked Goods 

Complete Catering — Wedding Cakes 

DELI — 544-2228 



p • • » » » » T T i ' » » ' r V * "f » W V V T V V V V W * T y T T f j 

Tne De render Pumisliin^ Co. 
Herbert H. Lax, Editor-Publisher 

229 North Cross St. 
P.O. Box 308 

WEST UNION, Ohio 45693 
Phone 1-513-544-2391 

Publishers of 

THE PEOPLE'S DEFENDER 
(Founded 1866) 

Your One Stop Shop For AII Your Printing Needs 
A r f c ^ A A A ^ A A A . -̂  -̂  -̂  -̂  -̂  -*-
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